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Whether the Preſerving the Proteſtant 
Relivion was the Motrve unto, or the 
End, that was deſigned in'the Late 
Revolution ? 
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in « LETTER to a Conntry Gentleman, as an Anſwer to 
bis Frſk QUERY, 
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Y me, than that I am rcady to obey you in replying to your 
. Queſtions ; though Tforeſee that I ſhall thereby not only hazard 
Ty Satety, but be. Judged by many to depart trom the common 
Meaſures of Difcretion : Sceing as 1 ſhall be ſure to provoke the 
Gentleman whom we have had the Folly, as we'l as Disloyalry, ro 
ſer over us, and to furniſh with Legions; and alſo to exaſperate 
Þis Partiſans, who being his Copartners in guiit, are likewiſe Sha- 
rers with him in the common Robbery: So 1 can hardly Eſcape 
Gifpleaſing others, by endeavouring both to undeceive them _1n 
Matters wherein they have been 1 and to give them a View 


3nd 


| Can give you no better proof of the Authority you have over 
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and'Senſe of their Slavery, while. they continue fond of their Dez. 


luſions, and proud of their Fetters and! Chains. So that under all 
the Proſpe& which Iam, both of Cenfure an:l of perſonal Danger 
by this Undertaking, I have but very little hope of awaking and 
prevailing upon a Cheated; Impoveriſted, and Enftaved Kingdom; 
co recover its Wits, reaſſume its Loyalty, and to vindicate its Li- 
berty and Rights, For who can make them fee that wilfully ſhut 
their Eyes, and who teke pieaſurein being hood-winked,- that the, 
may be led about blind ?: Or who. cin rouſe choſe to value and 
look alter Freedom, that plage their Cantentmegnt in having eheir 
Ears bored and nated to Kenſington Gates ? Ir is the greateſt Pr o- 
vigy of this Age, though it hatch been fertile of Wonders enaugh, 
That they who boaſted of razmg Lions by the Beard, can ſubmit to 
be gnawn by Mice and Rats, An1 that they wha cquld._ refuſe re- 
verence to Princes whom God had {ct over them, cloathed with his 
own Stilz, and with his Divine San&ion upon their Authority, can 
dwindle into the Mcanefls, as well as.degenerate into the Irreligion, 
&-2doting Crecodile:, and. worſhipping Wolves, which have nothing 
to make them Reſpected and Cringed unto, but that they are Bru: 
cal ani! Rapacious. Yet how little probability is there of recover- 
ing the Nation cither to. reyerence themſelves, or him whom they 
ought ? V/hen not only thoſe of St, Srephen's Chapel, who ſhoulkl be 
the Conizrvators of our Property, Freedom and Rights, do value 
Semlves upon-being the Iaftruments of the Subjc&s Bondage, and 


te tools of the Piince of Orange's Tyranny : But when the Men, 
1n Gor*s of both Profeſſions do, the ove make the Law-of which they 


aic appointed Guardians, and the aver the Goſpel whereof they were 
intended Diſpcaſer:, means of authoriſing his Arbitrarineſsanu our 
Oporciitan, and of fanGitying the uſurped. and illegally exerted 
Power ct tim whom tltey have Confecrared to Rule, and of Hy- 
lowing ne Servitude and Poverty of the Peopie, over whom they 
have advanced him : But as1 have learned to govern my ſelf, by 
the Dilcoverics of Revelation and the Dicates ot-natural Light, and 
by ttc Rules of che Civil Conſtitution and Society under which and 
where I was born, and do live, and not_by other Mens Opinion, 
or by little and mean Regards to my own Profit and Faine ; fo the 
only as weil as the main Thing, which 1 am folicitous abour, 15, 
That 1 may diſcharge my Duty to God, my King, and my Coun- 
tiy, withour looking unto, and munch leſs without being uneaſy and 


' ©zxicus' concerning Hines and Events. * And. though I ſhould be 
thank ul. 
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thankfill unts God, and joyful in my ſelf,” to fee my Conntry-men 
periwaded and. gained to relieve themſelves, and to fave the King + 
dom and their Poſterity, by returning to their Fealty, and by clain- 
ing and-afſerting the old 'En2iib. Conſtitution in all its Parts and 
Branches, 'and to all the Uſetu}, Honourable, and Legitimate Ends 
and Purpoſes of it ;: yet ſhould I have the Misfortune ro fee my fel? 
diſappointed,;. and to find all nry Loyal, Charitable, and Well mean 
Endeavours. fruſtrated, through the Stupidnefs of lome, and the 
Bigottry of others, as well as becauſe too many of all Ranks are Co- 
partners with the Uſurper in the Spoil and Plunder of the Nation, 

and in. that ſeveral have their own: Ambitions farished. by him, 
whoſe haughty, boundleſs, and unnatural. Aſpirings they have gra- 
tied with a Scepter and a Crown, though at the Expence ot thei 
own Loyalty, Honour, Con'cience, and Religion ; yer I hall net- 
ther be diſcouraged, dej:fted, ' nor. murmur, much lefs be with- 
drawn from my Duty, . but {hall.take up with the Peace, Conten:- 
ment and Pleaſme, which the being conſgious to- my own Inte- 
| gritywill give me, of having doge what; became. an honelt Man, 
* anda good Subject. 

Now Sir, though your two Queries came together, and be cach 
of them of thatWeight and Importance as to require a ſerious, 10» 
lid, and weil-digeſted Anſwer ; yet you muſt not expect that 
ſhould reply to them both. at once ſeeing that would nct only tow 
much.Fatigue me to.give, and.no leals Weary. you.to. perute, bur 
would Diſcourage thoſe who do molt need the [nſtruftion and Bc- 
nefic of Papers ot this kind, from Conlulting- tnem to receive it, y 
182ſon th t: he Bulkinels which ſuch. a Diſcourſe muſt: unavoidably . 
grow upiunto, would challenge more of: their time, than the coms. 
plying. with their worldly Qccaſions, and: the ſatisfying their Lults, 
will allow: them to ſpare. However, having in a manner prepared 
Anſwers to them bath: before.I {cad you.this-zo- the for, you may 
reckon thac the other will be diſpatched ſpzedily.afer it ; and that 
what conerns the ſecend will be ready to overtake this, and to be. | 
laid before you, by that time you have ſufficiently-cntertained your ( 
felf with what is now put into your hands. ' 

That | may immediately cheretore addrets my ſelf co the anfiver- Fi 
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iag ot your firſt Queſt in, namely Whether the.Preſerving the Proteſt ar t.- 

Religion was the Inducenient to the Prince of Orangc's Coming 4uber, 

ard the End that was aimed 6 in the aethroning of rhe King, and ariving. 
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bim out of 'bis Kingdonts ? T muſt needs ſay, That the Prince's Ten- 
dernefs and Zeal forthe Proteſtant Religion, and his compaflionate 
"Care to ſecure it to us and our Pofterity, when it was in imminent 
and immediate Danger of being extirpated, and which there was 
no ether viſible human Means co prevent, was then, and continues 
ſtill ro be made, the pretence of hisinvading theſe Dominions, and 
of all that afterwards followed, till apon this Specious and Godly 
Plea 12 had obtained to be ſcated upon the Throne, as well as of 
all chat has ſucceeded and enſued ſince, both in the Beginning a 
in the Supporting of this deſtruive and impoveriſhing War ; bp 
which no benefit was ever intended to accrne to us, but which was 
entered upon, and hath been hicherto carried on, that others might 
be rendered Sate and Wealthy, at the Expence of our Blood and 
Trealure, However Religion hach been all along alledged as the 
Morive, and made the Argument to Juſtify whatſoever hath been 
cone, and to extenuate and ſweetcn all that we have Loſt and 
Suffered. This is the principal Nee which he bears himfelf upon 
tor his own Vindication; and by which all thoſe ſeek to warrant 
racmſclves, who cither Invited or Attended him hither, or who 
ac fir{t Received and Joyned him at his Landing, and on his March 
to Loxdon, or that caine in afterwards to Cooperate unto, Concur 
with, and Approve of what hath been dene. This is that by 
which your Fndges do decoy'on the People ramely to pay their 
Taxes, and crapan -and wheedle them to perſevere in their Rebel- 
lion in their Harangues at Aſſizes, inſtead of entertaining them with 
thoſe -obſotere Things relative co Law, Righteoutnels and Equity, 
with which their Predeceſſors uſed at thole times to furniſh and 
adorn the-Charges which they gave. Witneſs Treby's Oration at 
Kingfon the laft Circuit , which wholy confilted of Romanzick 
Praitcs of the Prince of Orange, for having 1o Chriſtianly and He- 
toicaily Stept in to fave our Religion, when at the b:ink of being 
toit.; and ot Satyr and Invective againſt King Fames, tor having 
deſigned to overthrow it ; whereof, among ocher Things, he had 
the Impudence and Inſolency to accute hymn, without regard either 
to Truth or Decency. This is likewiſe that by which your merce> 
mary and ſycophant Divmes, who have cranflated their Pulpers into 
Stages, and transformed themlejves into Merry Andrews and Buf- 
Foons, would Legitimate the Rebellion, and, inltead of a Sin, bind 
it asa Duty upon our Conſciences 3 and cantingly blow us into 
2.jumpls of ThankfulneG and Joy, when we ly Groveling and Star» 
ving 
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ving under Slayery and Poverty. Witneſs inſtead of edifying Ser: 
mons to confirm our Faith in the great Articles of Religion, and 
to promote our Chriſtian Obedience, the many loſcious and fulſam 
Pazegyricks which have been Preached and Printed within theſe Six 
laſt Years, and which are at that diſtance from Decorum as well as 
from Truth, that they would be the Scorn of the Theatre, and hifled . 
at by the Pie. This they reckon 1a bright a Colour in their Lim- 
ning and Drawing the Uſurpers, that the 447 Man feletted to divert 
the Company at the Interment of the late Princeſs of Orange, and 
who could diſpence with his Conſcience in ſaying ſeveral Things of 
her above the Standard and Proportion of Truth, but had not Wit, 
nor elevation of Thought, to ſay any Thing that was Raprtorous, 
Decorous and Fine, could not omit the making ic one of the main- 
Strokes in her Pi&ure, and that which was to give the lovely and 
lively Air, and the ornamental Beauty to the whole; namely,That 
ſhe was a wiſe and a good Queen, and an incomparable Wife, and one that 
bad all the Duty in the World for other Relations, which after long and la- 
borious Conſideration ſhe jrdged conſiſtent with ber Obligations to God and 
her Comntry. Which is as much as if Dr. Teniſon had ſaid, That if 
it had not been for the preſerving the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Liberties of England, which were in danger to have been ſubverted, 
the would have been an obed:ent Daughter to the King ;z and would 
not have uſurped his Throne, and drove him and the vertuous 
Queen, with the Royal and Innocent Infant her Brother, out of 
their Dominions, to be as Vagabonds in the World; had it not 
been for the Generoſity of a NeighboEing Monarch, who has Re- 
ceived, Entertained, and Succoured them in their Calamity, wich 
a Deterence, Reſpect, and Nobleneſs, becoming his own Greatnels, 
and which hath carried in it a Recognition of their Grandeur an. 
Sovereign Quality. So that I do grant unto you, 'That the pre- 


ſerving our Religion hath been the great Pretence tor all the Injuries 


have been done his Majelty, and the alledged Motives to ail the 
disloyal, illegal, and immoral Things which tave been perpetrated 
to-compatls and effe& the late Revolution : And I add, Thar it is 
{till made the Topick and Plea whereby to jultify all the Viilanies, 
Crimes and Barbaricties, which have been practiſed ſince ; and not 
only that whereby to palliate all our Loffes and Misfortunes, but 
to be accounted for more than an equivalent of all the Diſtrefles, 
Milſeries and Miſchiefs, which have enſued-as the Effects and Con- 
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But ſhould it be admitted that this was not only a pretended but a 
real Motive to the Revolution, and to all that hath refulrced from, 
and attended it; yet it hath not been hitherto made appear, that 
according to the Rules of Chriſtianity, the Fundamentals of our 
Government, and the Statutes of the Realm, it is likewiſe a Law- 
by and Fuſtifable ons ; and all that have writren either of Etbicks or 

oliticks do tell us, and the Principles ot Reaſon, as well as the Dit- 
coveries vouchſafed us by Revelation, do ſet it in the brightelt 


Light, That neither the G:oeſs of the Indacement, nor the Piety of 


the End, will ſerve to legitimate an Action, unlels there he both a 
proper Authority to Licenſe it, and a Goodneis either Poſitive or 
Natural in what is to be done, when cloathed with all itz Circum- 
ſtances, Ocherwile Men nvght Lawfully rob Temples, and plun- 
der Banks and Exchequers, upon- the Motive and Detign of dit- 
charging their Dzbts, and of payins their Creditors what they owe 
them : Nay they may vertuouſly murther their Parents, deflower 
Mais, and ravilh their Siſters, upon the Inducement and in order 
ro the End of getting into polle!{ion-of Eſtates, which they may 
laviſh away upon the Saviour of our Religion and Liberties, 
and towards the maintaining the Sacred War in which he is em- 
barcgued, and for raifing up a new Generation of Soldiers to defend 
the Dutch Barier againit- France. Nor are there any Villanies na- 
me: or practiſed on the Earth, which theie late and now common 
Topicks of Argumentation will not ſerve to fanRify, and to render 
them Aftions highly meritorious. But neither our Stateimen, Laws 
Vers. BOT Dirind, have thought fit to meddle- with this, and much 
iels io take upon them to demonſtrate that by the Laws of God, 
and by thoſe of the Kingdom, we are allowed to dethron? Princes, 
drive Rings from their Palaces imto Exile, and to involve Nations 
into Elood, if our eſtabliſhed Religion be in danger of being lup- 
planted and overthrown. Though withour a clear and vncontro- 
table Proof of this, all they-have faid, or can ſay, about his Ma- 
elty's Defigns in prejudice of our Religion, were there as much 
Truth in it as theie is Rancour and Falihood, makes not what we 
have done t9 be Lawful ; but only proclaims them to to be Sophi- 
fters in Lozick, Hynocrices in Religion, Debauchers.of the Con 
{ciznces of Men, Panders to Villany, and the Flatterers of Crim 
nals in their Rehellious Wickednefs, wio have had the Irreligion 
and Impudence to plead it. For though I can reacily grant that 
molt of ths Scriptrue Expretiions and Pregerts concerning the uy 
1: an 
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and Obcdience of Sabjedts to: their Ruleys, do 15 Kurtirer concern 
us, than as they were either delive:cd and prelcribed unto tho 
that were under Civit Conſticutions of the like Species and Form 
with our awn;;' or then as they faperadd the Divine San&tion to 
human Legiſlative Authority, thereby to oblige and enforce us in 
Conſcience to yield all that Reverence, Loyalty, and Obedience, 


7o our Sovereigns, which the lawful and juſt Laws of the Kindom 


do impcſe upon and exact from us. And theretore.an4 thence iz 
is, That the ſame Texts of Scripture do bind ani oblige ſome Na- 
tions to yield a more uniygrlal, unlimitted, and unreferved Obe- 
dience to their uber, fan they can be conſtrued and aprlicd to 
requize thoſe of other Countries to pertorm. For thoſe Places of 
the Holy Bible are detigne\ to influence and operate upon Con- 
{ſcience in proportion to the diiferent degrees ct Prerogative and 
Sovereignty veſted in Princes , anil according to. the reſpeQive 
meaſures of Liberty preferved unto Subjects, by the Rules ad 
Laws of their ſeveral and various Conlticutionzs, The Scripture 
was not given and deſigned to teach us Politicks, or to preſcribe 
the Forms .of Government, and the ſeveral Limitations of thern, 
farther than that ail Governments: were to be for Gad , and thz 
g00d of Mankind, and. of Societies. - But all Relative to Civil Go: 
vernment in Scripture, is to require and oblige Subje(tz, under the 
Penalty of eternal Wrath, to yield Obedience in proportion to the 
reſpctive Terms upon which the Government is founded under 
which they live ; and according to the feveral Laws by which it is 
to. be upheld and exerted. And the ſame. Divine and Revealed 
Commands which oblige us in England to ſubmit to Manarchy, and 
be obcdient to the King, according to the Municipal and Statute 
Laws of the Kingdom, bind them at Venice to acquieſce in Ariſe: 
cracy, and be in ſubjeftion co that Authority .and Power, and tg . 
pay obedience to all the Laws of the Republick z if they. be.not in- 
conſiſtent with, and contraditory to the Laws of God. No Man 
will ſay, That che ſame Things were Lawful for the Perſians or 
Babylonians-to do againſt their Kings, which the Lacedemonians,. un + 
der the ProteRion. and Authority of the Ephori, might have dons 
againſt theirs ; or which thoſe of Arragon were heretofore empows 
ered to do at-the Command, and under the Juriſdittion, of a cer- 
tain Perion choien and appoiarcd to ke the Cyſtos and Guardian of 
their Rights and Privileges, and who had Power by the Law and 
Conſtitution, to contiout and refiit their Kings, in cale of cheir in; 
<= vadins: 
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vading and going about to overthrow them. Whereupon it is no 
<in 11 the King of France to take upon him and aſſume the whole 
Legiſlation , without the aflent and concurrence of the Three 
Eſtates ; whereas ir would be otherwiſe in a King of England, 


wiilſt he Rands limitted, as he doth, by the Laws of the Conſtitu- 


tion and Government, and reſtrained by his Coronation Oath. 
The French Monarch is guilty*of no Offence in exa@ing Taxes of 
11;s Subjes, without a previous Gift and Grant of them by their 
Repreſentatives : Burt I cannot ſay, that according to the preſent 
Form pf our Government, the King of Great Britain wou'd be In. 
Nocent,in the Sight and Eſteem of the Supreme Sovereign, ſhould he 
Levy Mony of his People without their own antecedent Conſent in 
Pariiament. So that I will affirm with che urmoſt Confidence, as 
knowing I do it upon the greateſt Certainty, That every Decla- 
r1con and Intimation in the Bible, relative to the Subjz&ion and 
Fealty we ſhould pay to Sovereign Rulers, are intended to bind 
and oblige us in Conſcience, and out of Fear of Divine Wrath, to 
be obedient to them attively, as far as is enacted and required by 
the Laws of our Country, it thoſe Laws do command nothing in- 
conliſtent with and repugnant to the Laws of God ; and to be 
paſſive in all Caſes, fave in thoſe in which the Rules of the Conſti. 
rucion and the Statutes of the Realms where we live give us Liberty, 
Right and Authority, to withſtand and oppoſe them. And I will 
preſume to add, with the fulleſt Afſurance that Law and Reaſon 
can give me, That in no Circumſtagees of Danger into which our 
Relizion and Civil Liberties could be broughe, nor under any Ha- 
zards we could fall into of loſing and having them ſuppreſt, were 
we either permitted or empowered by the Fundamenta!s of our 
Government, the Rules of our Conſticution, or by the Common 
or Statute Law of the Kingdom, to rebel againſt the King, or to 
dethrone or drive him away, Nor did the having the Proteſtanc 
Religion cſtabliſhed and ſecured unto us by Law ; nor its being in- 
corporated among our Franchiſes, and made a part of our Birth» 
right to poſſeſs ir peaceably, and praiſe it openly, authorize us 
to take Arms againſt the King, diveſt him of his Sovereignty, and 
baniſh him from his Dominions, though we had been furniſhed 
with the moſt clear and indiſputable Evidence, that he was fully 
reſolved to extirpate it. For though the Laws give us a Title to it 
as our Heritage, and a Right to claim the Exerciſe of it as our 


chicfeſt Blefling, and moſt valuable Privilege ; yet no Law or 
Contra 
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Contra, exiſtent in the King's time, had provided that we might 
fly to Arms to prevent its being yr or for the ſecuring the 
Continuance of it to us and our Pofterity. Yea, 'inftead of that, 
there were divers expreſs Statutes then in being, by which it was 
made and declared to be Treaſen to take up Arms againſt hirs upon an; 
Pretence whatſoever. $0 that had the preſerving the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion been the real Motive and End of our raiſing War, and of 
dethroning the King, yet it was not a Lawful nor a Juſtifiable In. 
ducement and Deſign for doing it : Nor can itbe thought fo by any 
who ſeriouſly conſider, and look upon the Laws of the Land as the 
Standard and Meaſure of the Peoples SubjeQion and Obedience ; 
and that whatſoever the Municipal and Statute Laws of our Coun- 
ery reſtrain us-from, -or confine us unto, provided it interfere not 


with that which either the Laws of Nature or thoſe of Revelation 


do indiſpenſably require and exact, that thereunto we ſtand bound, 
lIimitted, and obliged by the Laws of God, and the De@rines both 
of the Old and New Teſtaments ; and this upon no lefs penalty 
than Damnation. Which let no Man upon the Teſtimony of a 
Flattering or Mercenary Prieſt, -or the Authority and Verdi& of a 


Prophane and Atheiftical Stateſman, think he will or can efcan 


without unfeigned Repentance evidenced in fincere and hear 
Endeayours to reſtore the King. Nor are you to be ſurpriſed c< 
hear this kind of Theology and Politicks from me, ſeing that ac: 
cording to Dr. Sherlock's Phraſe, as no Man is forbid to grow wiſer 
than he was, fo I bluſh nor, bur glory to confels, atid have deeply 
bewailed it, That I have been heretofore misled by talſe Notions, 
and have entertained Hypotheſes about Governmenr neither recon- 
Cilable to our Laws, ro: to the Peace of Communitics, but errando 
diſcimus non errare. | | 

And as the preſerving the Proteſtant Religion could be no Law- 
ful and Juſtifiable Motive to the late Revolution, ſo there were n» 
juſt and ſufficient Grounds sdminiſtered by the King, why any ſhould have 


-pretended that it was in danger of being Supplanted, and much leſs in any 


"Feopardy of being overthrows. And every wiſe Man was then, and 
i5 now much more {enſible; That all thoſe noily and clamorous 
Suggeſtions, which were ſo indaſtriouſly ſpread abroad, of Deligns 
laid and carried on for the Extirpation of our Religion, were fic- 
tions of Knaves to impoſe upon Fools: And which were promoted 
and given out to blacken the King, and to mislead a credulous 


end unthinking People. The —_— of it being to impoſe _ 
| the 
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the Underſtandings, infe& and pervert the Conſciences of the 
Subjz&s, thereby to undermine the Threne, and ſhake the Gor 
vernment, by Slanders and Reproaches thrown upon his Majeſty, 
For he was fo far from entertaining a.T hought of this nature and 
tendency, that he offered. his Proteſtant Subjefts all the legal Se- 
curity they could deſire, beſides what they aRtually had by the 
then eſtabliſhed and exiſtent. Laws , for the Preſervation of. their 
Religion, and for the Maintenance of the Church of England in its 
lawtul Jurifuiclion and Authoricy. Nay at ſuch a diſtance was he 
in his Intentions from any ill Deſign againſt our Religion, that hg 
was willing even to the Diminution ot his own Royalty and Gran- 
deur both to have granted a Srzpulatory Law, which ſhould have 
had the Force and Vertue of a Magna Charta, or Conſtitutional Conn 
trac, and to have made it a Fundamental in the Government in 
all other Reizns. And to give farther Eyidence of his. alienation 
from, and al::orrency of that, with which he hath been. ſo impu- 
dently and malitioufly charged, he was ready to have gratitied 
the peeviih Humours, as well as to have extinguiſhed and removed 
the vain Fears and needleſs Jealouſizs of his SubjzCts, by conſenting 
to a Titing not very reconcilable. to truz, Politicks, but direRtly in- 
cor{iltene with any Deſign he was capable of harbouring to.the 
prejudice of our Religion ;3 namely, That the Prince and Princeſs :f 
Or:xge ſhould have been named and aumitted Guarantees of what 
thouid have been agrecd and caacted tor the Preſervation of our, 
Religzon, on the Bottom and with the Proviſion only of Liberty 
ol Conſcience for Dillenters. And as there was not the leaſt aſt 
Ground ot ſuſpeing his Majeſty guilty of. any ſecret Intentions. 
of ſubverting our Religion ; his open, avowed, and candid Beha- 


viour, as well as his Publick and Royal Declarations, lying in direct, 


O-y9{ition to ſuch a concealed Machination.; fo had it been poft- 
bly tor him to have fo far departed trom Kingly Willom.and Ju- 
ſtice, and from true Engliſh Politicks, and to have renounced the 
Veracity, Compathon and Generofiry, which are ſo natural unto 
and inſeparable from him, as to have inwardly entertained, and 
lateatly perſued, a Purpoſe and Projett of that kind ; yet it was 
{o impraRicable, and phyſically as well as morally impoffible to be 
execuced, that inſtead of ſerving to awaken Feais in any diſcreet 
and {enfible Men, it could at moſt but have adminiſtered matter 
ior Enteitaznment and Dive ficn ; and provcked us ta laugh at 
the Weakagls and ridiculous Bigottry of thoſe that had beggetas 
uch 
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ſuch Councels unto him. For ſurcly we will not ſo ſcamfalouſly 
reproach the Proteſtant Religion, nor ſo ignominiouſly detra& 
from the Integrity, Zeal, Indultry, and Learning of our Univeiſi- 
ties National Clergy, and of many of our Layick Proteſtants, as 
to imagine, and much leſs to grant, that thcſe of the Reman Coms 
munion were able to have diſputed our Religion out of the King- 
dom, or to have baffled us out of our Belief, and have withdrawn 
us from the Faith and Worſhip which we profeſs and practiſe, by 
Arguments trom Scripture, Reaſon, or Tradition. ' And indec' 
had they been Qualified for, and in a Condinon to have done it 
that way, 1 do know no Cauſe, unleſs we will difchim both the 
being Men and the being Chriſtians, why we ſhould have taken it 
ul to be conquered at thoſe Weapons, or been angry with theny 
that ſhould gain a Victory cver us by ſuch honourable and divine 
Means. Bur this they were 1o i!l prepare] and uncapable to effect, 
That all their Eſſays and Efforts of chat kind, againlt our Religion, 
ſerved only to render it the more triumphant, and to confirm us 
the better in ic. . And it had been the belt Policy, which the Reli- 
gious of the Roman Fellowſhip could have uſed, and I dare ſay will 
be thought fo, if ever they ſhould be furniſhed with ſuch another. 
Opportunity, to have conlined themſelves ro the Service of their 
Altars, and co the diſcharge. of the Devotional Functions of their 
reſpeQive Orders, and the performing the Miniſtrations incumbent: 
npon them towards thoſe within the Pale of their Church ; or ar. 
moſt to haye employed themſelves about- the Subjets of commen. 
Chriſtianiry, and of good Morals, and not to have diſturbed uz in 
the poſſeflipn of our Religion, by Polemical Writings, Controverſal. 
Tracts, and by Oral Diſputes. For thoſe Methods were fo emi- 
nently ſubſervienc to the Truth and Glory of our Religion, and co. 
the Reputation and. Credic of our Divines,and of other learn?d Per- 
ſons of our Communion,. that,if chey be wiſe, they will never ven- 
ture to tread any more in thoſe Paths, unlels they have a mind to 
embatk in a Plot againſt themſelves, and to loſe that Eltcem which -. 
we are willing to preſerve for, them, notwithitanding all our Dif-. 
terences in Religious Matters. For under a!l their Miſtakes, where- 
of ſome are of the highcſt Importance, yer, we ought to own. and , 
reſpe6t them as Chriſtians, ard to. pay then the deference that is]. 
Cue unto.them, not only upon the ſcore of the Convicion and 
Qualicy of many of them, but ugon the account both of their moral 
Accompliſhments ang of thew natural and acquired Parts,in which 
— 
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g'cat Numbers among them are remarkably Eminent. And as 
tiiere was not the leaſt ſhadow of Probability, that the Roman Ca- 
tho!icks could have diſputed vs out of our Religion ; fo it is to 
&/!er an Aﬀront to the common reaſon of Manking, to believe 
{iz they could Tave overthrown it by Force and Violence, For not- 
withitznding that many have had the Malice to ſay this, and ſome 
1: Weakneſs to entertain it ; yet, beſides the ImpraCticablencſs of 
t:} Thing, the King had both the Wiſdom and Goodneſs nor only 
Lo diiclain it by Words, but to diſprove it by fenal Matters of Fatf. 
And unleſs worldly Intereſt, Ambition, Pathon, and Wrath, had 
io datkened and diſtorted our Underſtandings, as either to extin- 
Zuilh or pervert the uſe of our diſcurſive Faculties, we could ne- 
ver have allowed our ſelves to think, that the King would attempt 
to do that in a way of Force, which there were a hundred to with- 
itand an4 oppoſe for every ſingle Individual that can be ſuppoſed 
inclinable to have joyned in the Execution of it. Surely a very 
little Knowledge of the World, and a mean Acquaintance with 
Hiſtory, would help to inſtru& ſome unthinking -and half. witted 
People, how Cifficult if not impracticable this |has. been found in 
Other Nations where it hath been atcempted. Nor have any thac 
have ſer about ic found it eaſy to be cffteted, even where they have 
had all the Advantage imaginable to execute it. And we may be 
{i>2edily convinced, how unfeafable ſuch a Deſign would have been in 
Enzland, and conſequently how far from being either undertaken 
or thought of by a wiſe Prince : If we confider the Difficulties 
which have attended it in Roman Catholick Kingdoms, where all 
the Craft and Power of wiſe and mighty Princes, and all the 
Strength and Rage of the Body of the People inflamed by Bigottry 
have been united to compals it. Is it potlible tor the King's moſt 
malignant Enemies, who uſe to ſpeak of him with the moſt un- 
paralelled Undecency and brutal Rudeneſs, to conceive or believe 
that he could be ſo prodigiouſly Indiſcreet and Weak,as to think of 
baniſhing or overthrowing the Proteſtant Religion;or of bringing in 
or ſetting up the Roman Catholick, by a Proteſtant and Antipapal 
Army?And other he had not,nor ever can be in a Condition to have 
in this Kingdom, if we ſpeak of the Bulk of one, or of one that 
can be Numerous and Strong. And for a few Roman Catholicks 
mingled here and there in Proteſtant Troops, or for two or three 
Regiments whereof the Generality were of the Romiſh Communion 
in an Army of thoſe of the Reformed Proteſhion, inſtead of their * 
giving 
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giving us juſt terrour of a Deſign for ſubverting our Religion 
chey only forved to animate and provoke thoſe vaſtly larger Num- 
ber of Proteſtant Officers and Soldiers, to affert cheir Religion 
with the more Courage and Avowednefs, and to exemplity ani 
adorn it better by their Lives. And it is but for thoſe who were 
in England in 16$7. and 1688. to recolleft themſclves and conſutc 
their Memories, and they muſt needs confeſs and declare, it they 
have not renounced all Friendſhip with Truth when they dit- 
claimed Loyalty to his Majeſty, That they never obſerved that 


'Zzal in a Britiſh Army for the Proteſtant Religion, nor that open 


Boldneſs in pleading for'it, as when that Roman Catholick Prince 
was upon the Throne, and ſome of that Communion enrolled 
among 'them , and employed with them under the ſame Royal 
Standard. But what clearer and fuller Evidence could the King 
give in Matter of Fa#, that he had no Intentions to undermine 
and much leſs to ſubvert our Religion, than the Diſpenſation from 
Penal Laws, which he gramed "utito Proceſtant Diſſenters, and the Li- 
berty which be tated them in the Exerciſe of. And through his giving 
ic upon the only true Principle on which it could be'done Juſti- 
faably, namely, That it is the natural Right of every Man to chuſz 
in what Religion, and in which way of Faith and Worſhip, he 
will venture his eternal State 3 he:could not 1n. Juſtice ( abſtraCting 
from hisFriendfhip ) avoid granting Liberty likewiſe to the Roman 
Catholicks. IT do know there are {ome People whoſe Malice to the 
King makes them not only take every Thing by the wrong handle, 
bur which hath ſo perverted their Reaſons, as to cauſe them to 
draw Conclutions direaly contradiftory to the Premiſes from 
which they infer them ; who endeavour to obtrude upon the Beliet 
of ſuch as are Weak and Credulous, 'That the King's giving Libercy 
was an Effe& of this Enmity to our Religion, and done in pur» 
ſuance of a Deſign to deſtroy ic. But the two Poles are not at greater 
diſtance from one another, than they are from Truth and good 
Senſe; who think the King would have given Liderty of Con: 
ſcience, and have fer his heart upon the upholding and maintain- 
ing of it, if at the fame time he had given place unto, and enter- 
tained the leaſt thought of overthrowing and extirpating the Pro. 
ez{tane Religion. For that Wife, Generous, and Royal Concefs 
fron of his, was fo far from lying tn the remoteft Sublerviency to 
k:ich a Deſign, that nothing under Heaven can be imagined more 
eft-ctually contributory to the Ob ichlting, and cetcar- 
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inz an Attempt of that. kind. There are few but know what 
Connivance had been exerciſed to Roman Catholicks, and how 
Gently they had been treated , notwithſtanding the many Laws 
they were obnoxious to, during the laſt Years of King Clarles's 
Reign z while in the mean time vaſt Numbers of Proteſtants were 
harraflzd, ſpoiled and impriſoned, and this not only by hounding 
ot, but by enforcing thoſe of tize Church of England-to fall upon 
the Ditlenters, and to execute the Laws againſt them with greac 
Severity. Now by the King's Nodle, Chriſtian, and Heroick Act, 
of granting Liberty, the Pecviſhneſs and Enmity of Proteſtants a- 
gainſt one another was allayed and extinguiſhed ; and they were 
at eaſe as well as leaſure to enaploy their common Care, and unite 
their mutual Strength, againlt thoſe of the Rowan Communion, 
whom they eſteemed Enemies to them-both. And by-being taken 
eff from ſcratching, biting, and deyourmg one another, they. began 
to mingle Councels, and to joyn their ſeveral Intereſts, for ob- 
viating and obſtrucing the Growth of a third Party that ſtands in 
terms of diſtance both in Opinion and Ecckſiaftical Charity to the 
one as well as the other. For though the Liberty granted by the 
King to Proteſtant Difſenters did not incorporate them into the 
Communion of the Church of Eng/and, but ſuppoſed the contrary, 
and provided againſt che afflictive Inconveniencies of it;zand-though 
it did not entitle them unto, and make them capable of the Dig« 
nities and Emoluments of the Church, which his Majeſty neither 
pretended nor challenged a Power to.do ; yet through his ſulpend- 
ing the Execution of the penal Laws, which he was told he might 
do in virtue of that executive Power of Laws and of Adminiltration 
ot Government which was lodged in him by the Conſtitution, and 
inſeparable from his Title, Right, and Sovereignty, there was not 
only a Ceflation of Arms between thoſe of the National Church 
and them, but a Coaleſcence in Frie::dſhip and Zeal for their com- 
mon Religion, though they cou'd not embody togerher for Com» 
munion in all the paits of Chiiſtian Worſhip, and for the exerciſe 
of Church Diſcipline. And beſides the raking off the Reproach, 
ani] the wiping away the Inf2my, which lay upon our Religion, 
through our perſecuting one another, aud which made us the Subs 


þ:&ts of our Enemies Kaiticery, and the Vies of their Scorn; there. 


were fo many real Advantages acc.u'ng to ir, by the Liberty which 
tre King granted, That the'e cannot be a blacker Malice out of 
Hell, than to pervert this Royel and Chiltian AR of his Majeſty 
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from being an Argument of bis innocent. and lionourable Tatens 
tions towards our Religion, into a Topick whereby to infinuate into 
the Belicf of thoſe of a narrow Compalis'ot thought, that it was 
only-in order firſt to fapplant our Religion, and then to deſtroy 
it. And it argueth an Ingratitude, which our Language is indi- 
ent of Words to exprels the hainuuſneſs of, that any Proteſtant 
ifſenters ſhould not only concur in fuch 2 Sentiment, but value 
themſelves upon the Vivacity, Strength,.. and Penetration of their 
Judgment, that they could foreſee and diſcover this to be the Mo- 
tive and End of it. But this may be catalogued among other of the 
thankful Returns which ſome of them have rendered the Compaſl- 
ſionace and Good King, for his ſnatching them as Firebrands out 
of the burning, where he both found them, and might have ſut- 
fered them to have continued, till they had been. confumed : And 
for gathering ſuch Vipers ( as thoſe I am ſpeaking about ) off frony 
che Dunghill, where the Laws had laid them, and. placing thein- 
ih his Boſom till thzy had recovered Life, Warmth, and Vizo::7;, to 
{ting him by thoſe Cenſures and Reproaches which: are as tall; as 
they are black and villanous. And I would ask thoſe Perſons, It 
the King- caſt out and drove away the Devil Perſecution: by Bek- 
zebub,or in virtue of fo helliſh a Conſpiracy againſt our Religion, by 
whom have the Gentleman at Ken/mgton, and his Too!s. and Co« 
operators at Weſtminſter, done the ſame ? Is Liberty co Diſſenters. 
not only an innocent and harmleſs Thing, but eminently uſeful to 
the Strength, Glory, and Succels of our Religion, under one that 
finds it his preſent Intereſt to call himſelf a Proteſtant, while in 
the mean time it is queſtionable what Religion he is of, if he be of 
any at all; and muſt the ſame Liberty,and to the ſame People,be a 
Plot upon and an Engine for the undermining and blowing it up, 
and for burying all thoſe that profels it under the Ruins of it, when 
granted by a Catholick Monarch ? Surely it would not unbecome- 
lome, nor be unworthy. of their ſecond Thoughts, co conſider, 
That it the Prince, whom they bave Abdicated for this and other 
rood Offices, had not expreſſed the Bowels, and exerted the Con. 
rage to break the Chains, and to remove the heavy and inſuppor- 
table Loads, which many peaceable and innocent People had long 
worn and g:oaned under, meerly for their Opinions and Practices. 
in matcers of pure Revelation, how probable it is, if not morally 
Eeriain, that they wowd. nave been Nil in their old Circumſtances 
and 
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-xnd Conlitions of Cilamity and Suffering, Nor wonld either 
tne Prince of Orange had the Inclination and Forticude to relieve 
tnem ; nor thoſe Aſſemblies ſince the Revolution which we call 
Parliaments have had the Compaſlion and good Nature to have 
conſented arid concurred to the eaſing of them. For as the Gene- 
rality of thoſe ſtiled the Repreſentatives 'of the Nation, retain ſtil 
their anticnt peeviſhneſs and rancour to Diſſenters 3 fo he whom 
tiicy have placed on the Royal Throne governs himſelf by no other 
Principle or Meaſures, but thoſe of Ambition and Intereſt ; nor 
would he for faving and obliging the Diſlenters have ventured up- 
On any Thing that might be diſagreable to the Humour of the Twp 
Houſes, or which might have cooled or abated the Inclinations of 
the Commons to be laviſh in "their Grants of Money. Neither 
would thoſe Sons of Sceve have taken rpon them to diſpcſſeſs the 
Kingdom of the devouring Spirit of Perſecution, if they had not 
been ſenſible of the Glory which redounded to the King by the 
Example he had fer them. Nor was it upon Motives of Ho- 
nour and J.rſtice that Liberty to Proteſtant Diſſenters came to be 
eſtabliſhed by a Law, otherwiſe that Freedom would upon thoſe 
very Inducements have been extended to others by the ſame A: 
But it was from Fear that the retrenching that which through the 
Mercy of the King they had gatten into pofſeflion of, mighe have 
toft them the Aﬀections, Service, and Aſſiſtance of the whole Fana- 
eick Paity ; and have made thoſe People turn Facebites upon the 
Foot of Intereſt, that have not Conſcience, nor Principles of Ver- 
rae and Loyalty to be fo. | 

But beſides this proof ariſing from Fa&, by the King's fuſpending 
penal Laws in Matters of Religion, and his granting Liberty to 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, which puts it 'in a Meridian Light, that he 
could not cheriſh any Thoughts or Intentions of 'overthrowing our 
Religion ; he was pleaſed to exert his Goodneſs in a ſecond Matter 
f Fatt, and in a furprifirg Act of Grace, which carried convincing 
demonſtrative Evidence along with it, that he harboured no ſuch 
Deſign in prejudice of the Reformed DoCtrine and Worſhip, as 
have been calumniouſly faſtened upon him : The Generous, 
Princely,, and Merciful A& which 1 mean, was bis Receiving, Em 
rerta.ning, ard Relieving the French Refugees ; which as he was un- 
der 1:0 legal Obligations of doing, fo there were Liſcovragements 
&10ugh lay before him to have hindered and prevented it. I know 
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Ur, that you cannot have forgotten with what Readineſs he admit: 
red them into his Kingdom ; what welcome and compathonar: 
Entertainment he gave them ; and how he not only inviccd an 
required his. SubjeCts to harbour and relieve them, but ro what 
Meaſure and Degree he exercilzd and extended his own Royal Pe- 
mevolence and Charity towards therm. Nor was he farisfizd with 
'the bare taking themcunder the wing ot his Protztion, and making 
them Sharers in his own and his Peoples Bounty, bur he entet- 
'Tained divers of them into his Szrvice, and admitted fome of thett: 
Tnto his Friendſhip and 'Confilence. So that whoſoever will allow 
himſelf leave and time calmly to confider, either the King's owt: 
Religion in which he was both Sincere and Zealous, or the Ternis 
of Amity he ſtood in with the Ring of France, which he had nei- 
ther Reaſon nor Inclination to depart from, will wor be able to 
avoid acknowledging ( unleſs he can reconcile Contradiftions ) 
that his Majeſty cout have no'other Inducement for the doing of 
it, but that he judged it an evil Thing; as well as an unwiſe, for 
any Prince to perſecute and drive away his SubjeCts meerly-for their 
differing in Religious Matters from what was legally Eſtabliſhed, 
and Embraced, and Profteiled, by the Bulk and Generality of the 
People ; and that he eſteemed it a Duty which he owed to God, 
and to Mankifid, to Entertain and ſuccour fuch as ſuffered for 
their Conſciences in Things purely Divine. For as the King could 
rot be'inſenfible that it was fot very Grateful to a great Nember 
of his Proteſtant SubjeRs, eo fee ſo many indigent and neceftitous 
Foreigners received tnto the Nation ; who would not only by their 
Skill and Induſtry gain away much of the ManufaQure, Þraffick, 


and Employ from them ; bur who by their frugal and pagmmo- *r7 


fiious Living would be able, and therefore ſure, boch to undervrork 
and underſeil them : So it could not eſcape his Majeſty's know- 
kdge and Bclicf rhit it would not be very pleaſing ant acce: cabls 
to the French King, to ſec thoſe who carried their Re'entments 4+ 
24inſt him along with them whirtie foever racy went, and who will 
b2 always meditating and cheritting Revenge, to be fo tenderly 
Pitied, compaſlionately Received, and fatcly Covered and Protec- 
ted, by a Prince that was nor'only his 4/le, but a Roxrzn Catholick. 
Yer under that view, and with a cognrzance ot all this, did the 
merciful King admit, entertain, and treat them , with clis ſame 
Royal Goodneſs and Generolicy, as if they had been People ot the 


Romiſy Communion drove our of fome Proteſtant Conntry for 
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their Conſciences, and Exilzs here tor the Religion which he him- 
ieifproteſied. Now can any that live not in an avowed enmity to 
Truth and good Senſe, either be perſwaded themſelves, or hope 
to impoſe upon the Faith oi-others, That a Prince who had deſigned 
to root the Proteſtant Religion out of his Kingdoms, would do a 
Thiaz ſo inconſiſtent with and obſtruttive of it, as this was? And 
yet there are ſoin?, whoſe Malice again{t the King hath fo diſtor- 
ted their Underſtandiangs, is that they will not only uncertake to 
reconcile his forementioned Behaviour to the French Refugees, with 
ehe Conſpiracy he was emoarked in for extirpating our Religion, 
but wiil make ute of his Kindneſs unto them as a Topick of argu- 
mentation whence and whereby to prove and coniirm it. Bute we 


muſt beg thoſe Men's Pardon, it we cannot hinder their infolene. 


Flippency ; yet to claim the Liberty of expoting and controuling 
their fooliſh and ridicuious, as well as falſe and ſlanderous Dicates. 
For can any thing lic in a direter Oppoſition to a Purpoſe of ſub- 
vcrting cur Re'igion, than tor a Prince who harbours ſuch a Pro- 
j3:&, ro do all that lizs within the Circle of his Wiſdom and his 
Power to- encreaſe and multiply the Nymbers, whoſe Piinciples 
will oblive them to the uſe of all Lawful ways and means at leaſt, 
if they ule not worſe, to oppoſe it ; and whoſe Intereſt and Safery 
conſilts in hindering it. Surely the great Body of native Proteſtants 
were enough, it not by far too many, either to have been wormed 
out of our Religion by Fraud, or to have it wreſted from us by 
Force, that there was no neceſlity for encreaſing the Honour of 
c<&c Conqueſt, or raiſing the Glory of the Triumph, to have added 
to our Number and Strength, by the Reception and Entertainment 
chat was given to Foreign Proteſtants, Nor is it credible- that if his 
Majeſty had been embarked in ſuch a Deſign as he hath been flan- 
dered with, that he would have given Encouragement to thoſe Re« 
formed whia fled hither from France, to have planted and ſettled 
in all parts of his Dominions where they pleaſed, when he could 
not bur know and believe, that their very Preſence among us, and 
our daily Sight of them, would awaken our Jealoulics of what ſome 
Reman Catholick might think Lawtul to be done in prejudice of our 
Religion ; and who would daily tell us what had been praRtifed for 
the Extirpating it ellewhere. But the good King being conſcious 
eo {imfelt thar he had no finiſter Intentions to. the Legally eſta- 
bliſhed Doctrine and Worthip, he envied us no means that might 
Quicken and proyoke our Care far the Preſervation of them. _ 
thoug| 
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though he regretted, and was ivtinitely ſorry, that there was c2ufe 
any where adminiſtred of publiſhing how poor People, prolelling 
the Reformed Religion, had not only been decoyed into the Ca- 
tholick Communion by the little and mean Arts of Miſieners ; and. 
and bribed and bought to be Converts to the Romiſh Faith, by 
thoſe that managed 2 publick 77eaſure to that end, bur had been 
dragooned into the Church by a:med Treeps,; yer he was willing - 
we ſhould have ſuch reſident in our feveral Neighbourhoods, who 
might relate and confirm thoſe "Things unto us ; and he hoped 
that by his receiving and countenancing ſuch Perſons. in his Domi- 
nions as would daily entertain us with ,Accounts of this Nature, 
which we could not hear without.Scandal and. Indignation, we 
ſhould have been ſatisfied and afſured that it lay in an Antipathy to- 
his Nature to imitate any ſuch Examples. But no means how: 
proper and convictive ſoever in themſclves which the King could 
uſe, for laying and excinguiſhing our Jealouſies and Fears- of his 
harbouring Intentions againſ our Religion, could be of efficacy to 
operate upon us with any Succels ; after our having through Plen- 
ty, Pride, and Wantonneſs, grown weary of Tranquility and Eaſe; 
and thereupon had imbibed Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudices againtt 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Government; and ſuffered our ſelves ro 
be wrought up and exaſperated by. a lew Demagegues and ZLoute- 
feuxs, who were bribed by the Prince of Orange, and inſtigated by 
his promiſing them the Soils of che Crown, Kingrlom,and Church, 
to the higheſt ferment of blind, brutal, and godleſs Rage. Nor has 
the compaſſionate and merciful King been requited as he ough: 
and deſerved by the French Refugees, to whom he made his King- 
doms both an 4/ilawm and a Sanctuary ; and his own Treafure,and 
the Wealth of his People, a Fund of Succour and Subſiftance, when 
they knew nor where with ſafety to bide their Heads, nor how to 
get Bread to preſerve them icrom Starving, But notwithſtanding all 
the Hoſannabs they gave him at firſt, they were many of them in a. 
little time the torwardeſt to cry Crucify him. .,, And contrary to all 
the Meaſures of Diſcretion and Pruvence,- as well as. of Thanktul- 
neſs and Gratitude, they-have been ſome ofthem the warmeit In- 
flamers of the Rebellion, and have taken Arms in great Numbers 
tor ſupporting the Ulurper. 

But Sir, allow me to lubyoin a rhird Matter of Fa#, by which the 
King gave all the Evidence and Affurance to his People, that the. 
molt Incredulous and peryeiſly Quitinzie among them could have 
defied 
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Quircd ornteded, to convince them in what oppoſition utito and 
remotenels it lay from his Thoughts to irjure us in the Poſſeſſion 
oF our Religion, and much leſs to rob us of it; and that was Þy 
ws refuſing thoſe Ships of War as well as Land Troops which were offered 
him by the French 'Ring, for 'withſanding the Invaſion of the Prince of” 
range, and for enabling him to ſuppreſs thoſe that maght fly to Arms, and 
rue in hs own Dominions, to difturb has Reign, or to joyn wit the unnatural 
Invader in caſe he Landed. 'For letting aſide a few Things, which the 
Judges told him he might do according to Law, atid tome inconſi- 
derable Trifles, wherein his treacherous Counſellors misled him, 
hy telling him it was to renounce the Prerogative which the Cori- 
{titucion had veſted in him to decline aſſerting them ; ſo conſcious 
was he to hinifelf of having neither done nor deſigned any Thing 
whereby his Protcſtant Subje&s might be tempted to withdraw 
with any Shadew of Reaſon and Juſtice their Allegiance from him z 
that no allarms of Conſfpiracics againſt, or ſuſpe&eg] Treacheries 
pnto him at home ; nor the fulleſt and moſt uncontrovlable Cer- 
rainty of Ships being prepared, and Forces ready to embark _ 
chem abroad, to make a Deſcent into his Dominions, and hoſtily 
to aſſault him, could prevail with him to accept thoſe Succours 
which a Neighbouring Monarch offered him, as well in Friendſhip 
to himſelf as in Kindneſs to his Majeſty. Tr ever bath, and always 
v/ill be found trae, That whoſoever hath been Detigning, though 
never ſo ſecretly, an Fnjury or Miſchief to another, he will be con- 
#antly Suſpicious of the Perſon againſt whom he intended it; and 
v/ill ule all the Precautions he can, and lay hoid upon every Mean 
thar offereth, to put him whonrhe had contrived to wrong out of 
a Conditien to avoid the Blow, and more eſpecially ont of all Ca- 
pacity to revenge it. Ill Thoughts and Intentions in a Prince to 
kis People, though-they abide fo artificially and induſtriouſly con- 
3:z!cd that none have dereRed them, do yet not only continually 
hainc the Projector as Informers that his Defigns are diſcovered 
and vnderftood, but are ever councelling him to clofe with all 
Methods which may obviate and prevent a Retaliation. But the 
King thought his Proteſtant Subjeats had been as free from Rebel- 
lious Deſigns againſt his Perſon, Crown, and Dignity, ( which 1n- 
deed moſt of them were } as he was from any uſurping and tyra- 
1s ones againſt their Legal Rights, Liberties, and Religion; and 
that withheld and reſtrained him from accepting an Afhiſtance in 
las Defence, when there was a plotted, tormed, and My 
ons 
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Conjun&ion between the Prince of Orange and States of Holland 
abroad, and too many of ſeveral Perſwaltons, Communions, and 
Fa&ions at home, to drive him out of his Kingdoms, if not to mur- 
ther him, Which he ſtood not far out of the danger of, when 
the Sunday Night before the Prince of Orange came to London, it 
was propoſed and debated at Windſor to make him a Priſcuer : Buc 
that being oppoſed by ſome Perſons, whom it was not then thought 
convenient and fafe to contradict and diſoblige, It was thereupon 
reſolved the Night following at S-houſe to require him imme- 
diately, and at a very unſeaſonable Hour, to abandon and with» 
draw from his Royal Palace. Which was fo ordered upoh profpect 
and hope that he would not have complied, and that thereby a 
Pretence would have been adminiſtred of ſending him to the 
Tower, from whence his next Stage would have been to the Nejgh- 
bouring HHll ;, there being but a few Steps between a King's Priton 
and his Grave.- Nor would he in any likelihood have eſcaped the 
Snare that was thus artificially laid for him, nor have ayoided the 
Danger that was larking behind it, bur that ſome of thoſe entruſted 
with the Conveyance of the Meilage, delivered ic with fuch Ac- 
cent, Tone, and accompanying Circumſtances, as both awakened 
him to apprehenfions of his Peri], and guided him to fubmir to 
what was ſo inhumanly and barbarouſly preſcribed unto him. Bur 
to rcturn to the Enforcement of the Argument I am upon, for pro- 
ving that the King could have no ſecret Intentions, nor have been 
carrying on any concealed Defigns in order to overthrow onr Re- 
lizion, in chat he refuſed French Forces at a Seaſon when they were 
both Generoufly offered, and he extreamly needed them ; and 
when by all the Laws of God, and the Kingdom, he might have 
received and employed them for the withſtanding a Forcign Army, 
commanded by an ambitious and unnarural Prince , which came 
eo diveſt him of his Sovercign anc Legal Rights, For if the States 
of Holland might ſend, and the Prince of Orange bring Troops into 
England, let the Prerence be what it will ; and the Brit h Subjects 
that Invited and gave Encouragement unto it be never ſo ma- 
ny, and of what Quality any think fie to have them ; the King 
might with much more Juſtice and Right have detircd and received 
Turks and Tartars, as well as French, to oppoſe and beat them our, 
Seeing both the Power of War, and the lawtul Authority of de- 
fending the Kingdom, being lodged Sovereignly and Solely in his 
Majeſty ; and the ways of managing the one and the other being 
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emirely entrufted with his Wiſdom, ſave as he pleafed to call for- 
Advice, he might without any Violation of the Rules of the Con- 
ſtitution, have furniſhed himſelf with neceflary Forces from whence 
he thought fit, for the defence of his Perſon and the Government ; 
whereas none of his Subjz&s could raiſe: Forces at home, or invite 
them. from abroad, without rendering themſelves guilty of. the 
higheſt Di>loyalty and Treaſon : Nor could the States of the Seven 
Provinces, bzing 1n League and Ceglaied Terms of Amicy with his 
Majeſty, fend or authoriſe their Troops to. come hithzr, withour 
becoming obnoxious.to the Crime and Charge of contemning and 
violating Publick Treaties, of. breaking through all that is Sacred, 
and of trampling upon every Thing on, which che Peace of Nations 
doth depend, And as for the Prince of Orange himſelf, he being 
no Sovereign Prince, bur the Servant of. a late chough wealthy Re- 
pubiick, he poflibly might have the Right as Statholder, into which 
he wound himſelf by Perjury and Murcher, to exerciſe ſome Au- 
thority in his own Country 3 or he might have the Privilege to ſet 
up for a Knight Errant to combat Wind-mills, and kill Dragons ; bur 
hs had no Authority by the Laws of God, or Nations, to invade 
and attack a Rightful King in the quiet and peaceable Poſleflions 
of his. own Dominions. And by afluming, the Infolence, and tay 
king upon him the Injuſtice to do it, he ttands proclaimed by. all 
the Revelations rclative to Societies in the Bible, and by.the whole 
Civil Law which is the Law of Nations,- co .be a Robber and an 
Uiurper; ang to have all the Blood chat hath beep ſhed in Europe 
ty reaſon of, and as an efte& and conlequence of his Invaſion, to 
be charged upon him and laid at his Door and for which he will 
be made accounrable at the great Tribunal, Nor can his Majeſty's 
Authority and Right to-have, received and called French Troops be 
queſtioned by cur Revolutioners and Abdicators themſelves ; fceing 
we allow and faffer the like, and much worſe, in that Pageant King 
we have dreſſed up and ere&tzd, For notwichſtanding of that vaſt 
Army of Brittiſh and Trib, Troops, with which to the impoveriſh> 
ment of the Nation we continue to. furniſh him ;, and notwith- 
ſtanving he is falſom!ly repreſented in Pulpits, and with a flattering 
as w-!] as a mean Criagingneſs addretiled unto by Corporations, as 
the Saviour cf. cur Liberties and, Religion ;. yer he challengerh a 
Right, and we like a tame laviſh People both connive at, and 
approve it; not only of keeping among us, contrary to his ſolemn 
Promiſe given in his Declaratzon.datgd. at the Hague, ſeveral Dwch 
; Forces,. 
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Forces, Horſe as well- as Foot, whom ne claps and faſteneth upon 
the Nation, as a Badg that he eſteems us no better than conquered 
Vaſſals ; bur if we may believe the Prints which come from abioad, 
he hath ſent for Ter thouſand more outlandilh Souldiers eo infulr 
and triumph over us as his ſubdued Slaves. White in the mean 
time he ſends our native Forces into Flanders to- periſh by Famine 
and Sword as Sacritices to his Ambition ; and to have the Infamy, 
which hs calls Glory, of dying in a Dutch Quarrel, Nor Go L 
wonder that he will not truſt the d:tznce of the Kingdom to our 
own Troops ; ſeeing he cannot but be fſenfible with what Arbicra- 
rineſs he hath Ruled over us, and how he hath Chearzd, Impo. 
veriſhed, and Ruined us; and that it we had but as much Senfe, 
Reaſon, and Courage l:ft us, as we have Provocation and Caulc 
of Anger and Indignation given unto us, we. would Revenge cur 
{elves upon him for the Wrongs he hath done the Kingdom, as. 
well as for choſe he hath done the King. Whereas that injured Mos 
narch being fully aſſured in him{zlf that he never deſigned to pre- 
judice us in our Liberties, Properties, or Religion ;. but that all he 
aimed at was to make us a- free, rich, and g'orious People; he caſt 
himſelf entirely upon the Loyalty of his own Subjects for the Sate» 
guard of his Perſon and Crown, at che time when he ſaw he was 
to have his Dominions i:ivaded, and an Atrempte to bs made for 
turning him out of his Thrane, All which Deſigns he might have. 
ealily detcated, had he but accepted the French Ships and Treops that 
were offzred hum : But to his Glory and our indelidie Infamy, he 
choſe rather to be forſaken and betrayed by his own People, than 
to diſtruſt chem; as knowing he had always lived.in an Abhorrencs 
of giving them juſt and real Cauſe to be falſe to him. And indeed 
the Mistorcune and Diſtreſs which befel him, upon whatſoever Mc-. 
tives they were occaſioned, yet they mult be refolved into his own 
Uprightreſs and Integrity, as the contributing means ; and that 
being an honeſt Man himielf, he drew ather Mens Pictures by his- 
own Original : Whereas he had continued fafe.and happy, it he had. 
drawn thoſe of a great many Pcop!e by the Reverſe. of his own. 
I know that the Earl of S— doth in a Letier from Holland to his. 
Friend in London, printed March 1689. endeavour to rob the King of 
the Honour das unto. him for having refuſed the French Affiltance, 
and challengeth it to himlelt, by telling us, That be eppoſed to death - 
the accepting of them, and that he was the principal means of hindering 
#pe receiving bh the Ships and Men, Burt all this was then publiſhed: 
{3 
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to pit a Mori noon his own Treachery to the King, and to recon- 
C's iiinmfelf to the Mercy and Favour of the Nation, to whoſe 
Anzerand Wrath he fſtocd at that time highly obaoxious. For no 
{in can imagine that either the Earl or thoſe other Lords with 
wiom, 35 he tells us, he conſulted every day, and they with him ;, and 
"7 whocg be was wy to prevent the accepting both French Ships and 
r0-p:, which they thought would be a great Prejudice if not rumous ts 
be Nitin, would have been able to have prevailed with Iis Ma- 
j:ity ro hare refuſed fo ſeafonable and neceffary Aflittance, if he 
tad bevn any ways confcious to himſelf that he had becn har- 
Pouring and carrying on Defigns which might make him diſtruſt 
the Loyalty of bis People ; or which might give him cauſe to ap» 
preher.d that his SubjzeRs bad juſt and reafonable Pretences of 
departing trom their Fealry, or tor denying their Aids, to detend 
him. Nor woull any Thing but a clearneſs of Mind as to his own 
Inocency trom any finifter Intentions againſt our Rehgion and 
Liws, have influenced as well as fuftered him to reje& the offers 
made unto him at that time by the King of France. But though 
this was the only Motive upon which his Majzſty could do it, in 
any confiftency wich common Ditcretion, yet we ſufficiently know 
upon what Inducements, and to what Ends, that Earl adviſed him 
to it. Nor hath he been eicher Shy in concealing of it, or gone 
without very liberal Rewards for it. For he told Ginck/e, once "ar 
h's own Table, That though it was his Honour to have ſubdued the 
King's Fnices in Ireland, and to have wreſted that Kingdom from 
his Majeſty, yer the Glory belonged unto himſelf of having con- 
erived the Provocations to the Revelution, and having laid the 
Foundations for depoling his Majeſty frem his Royal Dignity and 
Throne. And the inward Confidence he is admitted into with the 
Priace of Orange, and the vait Sums he has obcained, ana continues 
jtill to receive rrom him, are plain Eviciences, as well as they are 
thankful Recompences, of the Councels which in favour of the 
Prince's Defizns he gave unto his Malter, But would any one that 
hath not loft all common Prudence and true Senfe, as we!l as re- 
nounced his Loyalty to his Righttul Prince, have publiſhed in the 
ſ.me Leer a Thing fo vilibly falſe, and fo eaſy to be contradicted 
and expoſed 3 namely, That when the firſt News came of the Prince's 
Deſigns, they were not looked upen as they proved, no Body foreſeeing the 
Miracles be has done by his wonderful Prudence, Condutt, and Courage, 
&n that the greateſt Thing which has been undertaken theſe Thouſand Years, 
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or perhaps ever, could not be effeFed without Vertues hardly to be imia- 
gined, rill ſeen nearer hand. Whereas it was obvious to vaſt Numbers 
then, as it is now to the whole Kingdom, That there was neither 
Prudence, Conduct, nor Courage, and much lefs Vertues hardly to 
be imagined, guiding and influencing the Prince of Orange's Suc- 
ceſs, but thir his whole Proſperity in his Undeiraking is to be re- 
ſolvetl in, and aſcribed unto, the Diſloyalty and Treachery of thme 
ef his Relations, boſom Friends, Councellors, Officers, ani Soul. 
diers ; and into the Rebellious Principles of too many of his Sub- 
jets. For to omit ſpeaking of the great Effe&s which the Prince 
ef Orange hach 1o often and wonderiully given in Flanders, of his 
Prudence, CondutF, Courage, 'and other Vertues bardly to be imagined, it 
is bur for us to recolle his Behaviour at and before Limerick in Tre- 
land, where he became the ſubj2& of the Deriſion and Contempe of 
all that were there, and by which he hath furniſhed us here with 
matter of Diverſion ever fince, when we have a Mia to be pleca- 
fant; and we may from thence take the Meaſure and Extent with 
all the Dimenſions of his political an4 military Excellencies. But the 
Paſſage I have quoted out of tht Lerrer ſerves to confirm me, That 
it is an uſual and righteous Judgment of God upon thoſe that turn 
Knaves to give them over to become Fools: alſo. And for the Thou- 
Jand Years, or the perhaps ever, that he mentions, wherein the like 
hath. not been -» ang and executed,lIr is neither for the Repura- 
tion of the Prince of Orange, nor tor the Credit of this Kingdom, 
hut for the perpetual Dilhonour and Intamy both of him and us, 
that we ſhould have been guilty of ſo much Treachery and Villany, 
and he okgluch an unbounded Ambition, and unnatural Crimes, as 
there are no Examples of, nor Preſidents tor. 

And as the King harboured no Thoughts, nor drove on any ſe- 


<ret-Deſigns, for the Extirpation of our Religion; fo | will affirm 
that the preſerving the Proteſtant Religion was lo far from being 


the true and real Motive to the late Revolution, though fo much 
pretended and fo often alledged in Vindication of thoſe who enga- 
gedin it, that molt of thoſe that were the firſt Inſtigators unto, and 
who principally concurred and cooperated :© the bringing it about, 
are not Perſons diſpoſcd by their Judgments, nor prepared by Ver- 
tue and Grace to be concerned for any Religion, farther than as 
the ſeeming to o'vn One miniſters to their ſecular Ends. Now this, 
af clearly demonſtrated, being as likely a m2ans as any tor un.e- 
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for taking them off from ſupporting the Uſurpation, when they ſez; 
vpon what a Miſtake they were wheedled to Joyn at firſt with 
the Conſpirators againſt his Majeſty's Perſon and Government ; I 
will lay it before you in the beſt Light I can,without writing a Satyr 
upon States and Countries, or too much expoſing the Atheiſm, 
Unbelicf, and Immoralities, inconſiſtent with any Religion of par« 
ticular Men, who are divers of them of great Rank, Quality, and 
Condition in the World. However it doth not detract from the- 
worth cf Religion, but rather ſhews it 15 ſome excellent Thing, thar 
all Men will ſeek countenance from it to thoſe Undertakings, tor 
which they would tear to be otherwiſe the Objets of a keen and 
genera! hatred. To which allow me to add, That the being hurried 
into this Revolution upon the Pretence of ſaving our Religion, 
ſhews, that though moſt who {tile themſelves Proteſtants are People 
of very weak and ſhallow Underſtandings, and that their Zeal is 
much greater than their Knowledge ; yer it likewiſe tells us, that 
many of them heartily love it, in that they think neither the pub- 
lick Tranquillity, nor their private Fortunes, too valuable to be 
parted with in order to preſerve it. And this the Prince of Orange 
and his mercenary Tools were ſufficiently aware of, and therefore 
mage that the Pretence both ot the Invaſion, and of the aggreſſive 
War, we made aiterwards on France ; as knowing it would bubble 


35 out of our Lives as well as our Money, and be an Engine to. 


vren both our Veins and our Pucſes. Yet after what I have laid, I 


will nevertheleſs add, That as it is no Credit-, but a Diſgrace to- 


Religion, that ſome Men ſhould prerend to have a Concern, or 
Regard for it; it being a Reproach unto it, that they ſhould wear 
its Livery, and a Diſparagement to be favourably ſpoken of by 
them ; whereas their Reviling ic would be its Commendation; and 
their turning their Backs upon it wauld argue it Lovely : So it. hath 
been always found true, and ever will, That the making Religion 
a Plea whereby to juſtify that which is Evil, does leſſen its Power 


over the Confſciences of Men, and hindereth its Succeſs in conquetr-- 


ing the Irreligious and Incredulous; and defeats it in its only De- 
iign, which 1s the raiſing Glory to Goll, and the reſtoring the Di- 
vine Image upon Men. Nor can I foriear to publiſh it as my avow- 
cd Opinion, "Thar no Succeſs or Honour chac can attend our Arms 
in this War, ſhould we not only be fo proſperous as toobtain a fate 
ad honourable Peace to Exrope, but to ſubdue and conquer France, 
will ever be abls to countervyail the Injury we have done the Pro- 
teltant 
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teſtant Religion, and the Diſgrace we bave brought upon it, by 
pretending to make the preſerving it the Motive and Inducemene 
for dethroning our Righttul King. Nor will all that Sea of Blood 
ſpile in Eurcpe, as the Effet and Conlequence of it, waſh away the 
Blots and Stains we have thereby brought upon the Reformed Doc- 
trine ; but they will remain indelible, until we have returned to 
our Duty, reaſſumed our Loyalty, and have reſtored our exiled 
Prince ; and until we have taken the Ignominy ard Reproach upon 
our ſelves, that we have derived upon our Religion, and have by 
Words, Writing and Tears, vindicated and acquitted it, from ha- 
ving given any Countenance to what hath been done, ard have 
charged and lodged it upon our own Disloyalty, P:1de, and Co- 
vetouſneſs. Nor muſt we think to ſalve our ſelves, and come off 
at the great Tribunal, by ſaying as a certain Presbyterian Perſon 
1n Scotland did, That if we make bold to offend God in ſome Caſes and 
Inſt ances, yet we will be as good to him another way. Now as to what 
Iam to lay before you in reference to the Unconcernetnefſs of 
thoſe for any Religion that contrived and confpired the Revolu- 
tion, and: were the forwardeit to promote it, and {till continue to 
be the zealous Upholders of this bloody and ruigous War that hath 
followed upon it; I do not intend it ſhould be conftrucd and in- 
tended to affe&t and blacken all that were acceflary unto, an 
ative to the utmoſt cf their Power and Intereſt in tote Detion; : 
For in ſome of them it proceeded either tiom the Weakneſs of their 
Underſtandings , or from their being Prepoſſefled with corrupr 
and bad Principles as to Governments and Poluicks in general, and 
particularly with reſpe& to our own Conſticution, and not from 
Criminalnels in their Wills, and Pravity of their Conſciences. For 
not only People of ſhallow Judgments, and of narrow compaſs of. 
Thought, are capable of being misled, notwithſtanding their En- 
dowments.with a great deal of Probity and Uprightnels to very 
ſinful and bad Things in matters of Politicks, and che meaſures 0; 
civil Obedience, by thoſe that ate acute, crafty and lubtle, and. 
in the mean time believe chemſelves in the right,and to bs doing God. 
and their Country good Service; bur even ſuch as are oi better and 
more diſcurſig Pares may , through falſe Notions , as well as 
through Prejudices fuckt in and derived trom an unkappy Educz- 
tion, and the misfortune of acquaintance with il} Pocks, and <<. 
intimate Converſation with Perſons drenched in Kepublican az}. 
Democraiigal Notions, be inienlbly carried co this commuting vers 
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i1I2gal and by conſequence very irreligious Things. But then ſugh 
Perfon5 are upon ſerious and ſecond Thoughts, and upon obtain- 
ing the happineſs of being furniſhed with the afliſtance and advan- 
rage Gt clearer and better Lights, eaſily recovered from th2 Power 
and misleading Influence of thoſe Principles upon which through 
Uarknels or miltake they formerly ated ; and upon their Repen- 
£211c2 of ſuch Things which they had wandered and been hurried 
11:0, and proots of their Converſion to God and their King, they 
E2come prepared Subjects both for pardon on Earth, and torgive- 
ne{5 in Herven, But as to the G2nerality of choſe who were moſt 
attively and eminently interelted and involv'd in bringing about the 
Revolucion, and who remain the unrelenting and obftinate Up» 
tolkiers of che Ulurpation ; I do affirm, That they were and are 
{9 far from ating upon the Motive, Proſpet, and Defizn of pre- 
- Terving our P.2ligion, that they would not wet the Soal of their 
$1925, nor hazard the loſing of a fingle Hair of chzir Heads, tor 
{iving the Golpel, or for continuing the Light of ic eo us and our 
Poſterirty. For beſides that the Chieteſt anil Majority of them do 
glory in courtes of Life incoiſtene with a!l Religions, and which 
#12 Alcoran dilaliowws and Condemns as much as the Scripture dorh ; 
an which are dire&t'y repugnant unto the hopes that ours giveth 
uno any Man of Saiyation and Eternal Lite, and who themſelves 
are fr enough tron taking the Goſpel to be a Spell chat will ſave 
them, whether they come into the way preſcrib2d by it, and have 
a mint to be ſaved, or whether they nzither do, nor have not : 
S9 many of them do ridicule an1 mock at all Revelation, ani do 
27010.Ance them fo-2piſh and filly, that account otherwiſe of the 
Bil!:, than of a Romance feigned by a Conſpiracy of Rulers and 
Privits in order to govern the Mo, an41 the better to ſqueeze Mo- 
ny from the credulo1s. Yea there are ſone of them who deride 
2 Deity, an value chemſelves upo1 the beiieving no o:her Being or 
£185 of 012, but Matter, Figure, and Mo:ion. An though I do 
no: knw whether many 0: any of them went into the Revdlution 
themlelyes, and afterwards drew in others, with a purpol2 to ex- 
Tot and lampoon our Rligion ; yet this I am ſure of, That what 
we have don2 again't the King, and in the involving the King- 
do ns into a bloady an] expenſive War upon fo lictle Cuuſe an 
Provozation as was adminiitred, is more adapted to render Perſons 
Ani-(cripturiſts anl Atheiſts, than all the Arguments in Hobbs's 
Leviatban,or in his Beok de Cive are, Was not the late Log: Lovelace, 
; who 
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who could not ſpeak without an Oath, Blaſphemy, or Execratian ?, 
Or the ſurviving Fleerwood Sheppard, whoſe whole Wit is employed 
to burleſque the Bible, and mock at an inviſible Being : and who 
had the blaſphemous Audacity to ſay to Two Biſhops, who deſired 
leave of him to paſs thro hisLodgings to ſee the Raree Show, exhibited 
the other day at Ihitehall, That he would nor grant it, though the 
3 Virgin Mary were there with her Child at her Back to beg it of him ; 
# be. which they had not the Z2al and Courage for God and their 
* Religion as to rebuke him for, left they ſhould have offended the 
Z Man at Kenſington, who is fond of him for his Piety and Vertue, 
| Or quem uy Tove habent : I ſay, were not thoſe I have mentioned 
y 
v 


very likely Perſons to have engaged to afliſt in the Revolution ups 
! on Motives of Religion ; or in order to preſerve and detend the; 
* Reformed Doctrine and Worſhip ? Can any Man think that Secre-| 


* tary Trenchard can be under the Influence of Religion in any Buſt, &/ 


* or Undertaking, or can make it the Motive or End of what he 
* does, who concerted with the Prince of Orange how to betray and, 
' ruin the King, and became engaged to him co uſe all means he 
} could ctodoit;z and this at the very time when he was ſuing” for a 
Pardon, and who after the Grant and Receipt of one, came over, 
3 and made his Majefty all che Promiſes Words cou!d expreſs, of his 
* ferving him with Leyalty and Fidelity fo long as he lived ? But as 
} there is no neceflity now of telling which of cheſe Promiſes he has 
} performed, whether thoſe made at the Hage, or thoſe given at 
F Whitehall, that being ſufficiently declared by a long and ample Series 
ot Aaions 3 fo I think it will be eaftly granted , that this Man 
? could act under no Imprefiton oi Religion, nor upon the Motive 
or tothe End of ſaving or ſ-rving it,who could come under two ſuch 
s oppoſite and gas 9 1d pc acions at the fame time, as the yiel- 
3 Uingan unchangeable Fealty and Obedience to the King, and the un- 
q dertaking to betray and diveſt him of his Royal Power were.Or is it 
2 poſlible we ſhould believe that my Lord L— ard the honourable 
* Speech-mgker and Haranguer of the Mob at Norwich and Lyn, could 
J embark in promoting the late Change, out of any Concernment 
{ for the Proteſtant Religion, or in order to protett it, who though 
3 they profels to be Proteſtants when they aie Well and in Health ;; 
# yet who at every time when they are Sick, cr when they have 
$5 apprebenſions of Dying, do conſtantly fend tor Rowiſh Prielts, to 
| adminiſter unto them all the helps, and give them che afliſtances 
#3 appoined by that Church for Men in thes laſt Hours? I am loath 
{ T6 


- + we 


to mulciply many Inſtances in confirmation of what Thave affirms. 


ed, and the chief Leaders and ARors in the Conſpiracy for dethro- 


ning the King are ſo well known, that I need” not do it. Even, 
they whoſe Charatter ſhould oblige us to believe that the preſerving, 
che Proteſtant Religion was the chief if not the only Motive upon. 
which they ated, in the late great Turn that 'was made in this, 
Kingdom, were as far from having u.in.their Eye or Aim, as any. 
other were, Nor will any that know the Men allow, that eicher, 


Fack Boots, or Cambrick Sleeves, embarked in dethroning and dri- 
ving away the King, out of any Regard, unto. or Concernedneſs 


ior the Reformed Dodtrine and Worſhip ; bur that they did it out. 
of Pique and Revenge, and upon the Motives of- Ambition. and. 
Covetoufneſs, in the one to get a Biſhoprick, and in the' other to, 
preſerve one: For not to ſpeak of the Rings and Seals, which 


the DoCtor ( chrough an Hypocrify peculiar co himſelf that wear- 
eth Cambrick, Holland, Scets Cloath Sleeves inſtead of Lawn ) boalt- 


eh of as Pledges of the Kindnefles of Ladies far the Services he has. 


done them; can that Man live in che pra&tical Belief, or be under 


the awe of a Deity, and much leſs att. upon any fincere Motives, 


of ſerving Religion , but meerly to ſerve himfelf upon it, who 


when he was dipt in all the Councels and Conſpirages for com-. 
mencing and compaſling the Revolution, could yet at the ſame , 
time, in his Letters to the Earl of Middleten, not only make folemn 


Proteſtations of his 'Loyalty to.the King, but have recourſe for 


Proof and Evidence af it to the Sermons tull of: Dugy and Fealty to 
the King, which he had preached at the Hague as well as at London. 
And as thoſe Letters are in print to. remain Records and Regiſters. 


of his Irreligion and Hypocrify ; fo Iam miſtaken in the Rules 


of Phifognomy, it the Puniſhment that waits for him, and which he | 
harh fo much deſerved, and whereof he hath.had adyertiſment in 
Dreams, be not legibly written in his Forehead. Nor could any 
truce Church of England Man, whether Ecclefiaſtick or Laick, have , 
acce:on to the Inyaſion, and ro the depoling of his Majeſty, or_ 


b2 gained oyer to approve them, without renonnging all the Doc» 
1s and Principles of thar Communion which relate to Civil Go» 


vernmert, and the Duties of Subjects to their Rnlers.. And that | 


may ſerve ſufficiently to ſhew, that chey aRed not in theſe Mar- 


2ars vpoR Morives of Religion ; becauſe che very Things they did, 
-ainly interfered with. the whole R:ligion, which 'they profeſſed * | 
ani owned: And there was fack an outragions Rape commirted * 


wo: by , 


\ 
5 
; 


on 4 


- —_ ww www rTT ww” 7 vs. WV 


——_— 


| WS 
by it upon their Principles, and ſuch an open deflouring- of the: 
Chaſticy, which their Church had hitherto preſerved in point of 
Allegiance to Lawfal and: Rightful Monarchs, that were it not that 
great Multitudes of that Communion both preſerved their own: 
Innocency, and have loudly condemned the Crime of their 9z- 
dam Brethren and Fellow-members; their whole Church woul for 
ever ly under the fame Blot and Infamy, which thoſe very Men, 
namely, your Tilotſons, Burnets, and Sherlocks, &c. have uſed here-- 
tofore to caſt-and faſten upon others. And as for thoſe called 
Whigs, which were the warmeſt Promoters of the Revo!ution, and * 
are ſuppoſed more than others to: have ated in irupon the Morive 
of S2curitng ourReligion; I will make Eo'd to ſfay-of many of them, 
and that both with Truch and Juſtice, That they have no-Religion 
bur their Intereſt, nor ſacrifice to any Deity but themſeives. "The 
Whig Party is, generally ſpeaking, a compound of che Atheittical 
of all Opinians and Perfwaſions whatſoever ; -and: they can be of 
any Religion, becauſe they are really of non2. They will take the - 
Sacrament in the Church of England to be qualified to ger or hold a 
Place, and then will herd with the Phanaticks ever after, that they 
may be. eſtzemed Partizans for our Sovereign Lord the Pegvlc. 
Upon the whole, whoſoever will ſpeak his Knowledge or his Con- 
icjence, cannot avoid confeſting -that the Promoting the Revolu» 
tion, the Abdicating the King, the Crowning the Invader, and 
the Laviſhins away Lives and Fortunes co ſupport the Uſurpation 
and Rebellion, were not entered upon out of: Fear of -loſing other-- 
wiſe our R2ligion, nor continued and perſevered in upon LInduce--- 
ments of being ſerviceab'e to -irs Safety, Succeſs, and Glory ; but 
that ſome -wanted White Staves; to which they thought they-mighe - 
pretend on the foot of merit ; and that-orhers had fallen under 
Emes, which though they were forgiven the Payment of, - yet they-- 
relented, and ſought to revenge their being laid- upon them ; and 
that all were deſtrous to Fiſh in troubled Waters, m which though - 
but a ſew were to catch Dncal Titles; or Blew Ribbens, and Garters 
yet Something wou'd come as a Share to many upon the Shipwreck-: 
ofthe Government,' and our of the Spoil'of the Crown, Kingdom, 
and Church. The trueſt -Charadter I can beſtaw- upon- them, is + 
that which Livy. gives thoſe that Ser up for and-Joyned the Decem- 
vii, namely, "Phat they dil perfue, licentiam ſuarn; non libertatem - 
Patrie : 'Antd mdeed che'unparaleHed Treachery that accompanied . 
the Revolution, in moſt of thoſe chat were aftively- engaged + it,- : 
QEe . 
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does put it beyond all rational Contradiation, that it was ſo far 
from being undertaken or perſued upon Motives of Religion, that 
they could neither have Religion, Vertue, nor erue Honour, who 
were capable of being guilty of ſo much Falſhood and Infidelicy, as 
well as of Diſloyalty. Is it poſlible or to be imagined, in any 
confiltency with common Senſe, That thoſe Perions cou:d come 


into the Deſign of the Revolution under any Views of Rz!igion, or , 


promore the late Change upon Motives or Proſpe&s of ſerving it, 
who not only abandoned and betrayed the King, with his Commif* 
ſions in their Packers, and while they were eating his Bread ;. bur 
who could beg Money of him to torm their Equipages to ſerve 
him, and which he Innocently, Liberally, and Gene:ouſly gave 
them, in the midit of his Streights and Exigencies of Money tor 
his Perſonal uſe ? And yet all that they craved it for, and applied 
ir to, was to get into a Condition to fight againlt him, aad to 
drive him out of his Kingdoms: But we need no more to proclaim 
the diſtance and eſtrangednels that moſt of the Rewvoluticners and 
Advdicators live in, borh as co the Proteſtant Religion, and any fin- 
cere Love to their Country ; and how lictle they were ſwayed in 
what they did by any Regards or Concernments for the goo! of 
Either ; but that ſince cheir getting into Offices, Places and Com- 
mands, as the Recompence of their Difloyalty, 'Treachery, and 
Rzbellion to the King, they have committed more Rapines and 
Robberies upon the Nation, more audaciouſly fold the Kingdom 
for Penſions and Bribes, and have more impudently Couſened, De- 
trauded, and Oppreſled their Fellow Subjects, than the wo:ſt of 
Men heretofore have attempted or allowed theralclves to do; and 
which Highway-men and Bandits would not have the Immodeſty 
and Injuſtice to perpetrate. For Pick-pockets, Shop-litters, or ſuch 
as take a Purſe upon the Road, are both vertuous and harmleſs 
Perſons in compariſon of thoſe that eat the Fleſh, and drink che 
Bled, and gnaw the very Bones of poor Souldiers, by detraud- 
ing ther of their pay ; of whom-to uſe Tgciivs's Phraſe, I may ſay, 
Quins tn diem affibus corpus & anima eſtimantur ;,or of thoſe that rob 
Hoſpitals, in withholding from Widows and Fatherleſs Children the 
Arrears due to their Husbands and Fathe:s that periſhed in their 
Lervice; and I am leh to-add that plunder the-Subyject, by the 
Authority and in the Virtue of the Great Seal, and exercie the 
Legiſlative Power in Favour of one, and in Prejudice of another, 
eccording as our Repreſentatives in Parliament are hired and pee 
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for it. Nor are theſe Aſpcrfions unjultly thio% 1 thren the Inſtrue 
ments of the Revolution, and che Zzalors of the pretent Govertis 
ment, or Things whereof they are accuſed at Random, witkour 
Proof or Evidence ; but they are the Effetts and Teſtimonies of 
Love unto, an4 Care for preſerving the Proteſtant Religion, which 
the Gen:l:men of St. Stephen's Chapel find one another , and thoſe 
guilty of, that were the chicf Afiſt:nts in the Revolution, and 
continue the main Pi:lars of the Ulſurpation. For when a czrraitt 
Sort of People quarrel, and fall out, many hidden Truths and con- 
ceal:d Crimes come to be diſcovered ; and I with it may have a 
Tendency to every Man's recovering his Right, that is a true 
Own:r. Nor are theſe Things to be thought Strange in thoſe em- 
ployed by this Goverment, ſceing they were the very wortt Men 
of the Nation that contributed moſt to the Revolution, in whom 
that of Tacitus was verified, 1 tarbas & diſcordias peſſimo curque pit- 
ima vs, And the publick Liberty was only made a Pretence tor 
their perſuing their own Intereſts, at the Expence and to the Ruin 
of their Country : For as the ſame Author obſerves, Libersatis vo- 
cabulum obtendi ab its, qui privatim degeneres, #1 pu.icum exitioft, nibis 
- ſpet, niſt per diſcordias habent. 

Nor «did thoſe abroad that co-operated to the Revolution,and lent 
their Ships and Troops to effc& it, at any more upon Motives 
that reſpected the Proteſtant Religion, than we here: did ; bur 
purely upon Principles and Inducements of Intereſt and State, For 
it isnoSlantder to fay that the Deputies of che Seven Previnces, who 
fit governing at the Hague, never enter into War or Peace upon 
any other Inſtigation, or Views and Ends, fave thoſe of a ſecular 
Concernment. Nor would ir move or impreſs them ro fee all the 
Tahabitants of- theſe three Kingdoms turn Pagans or Mabumetans, 
tarther than as ir may affe& their Trade, and difturb cheir Civil 
Tranquillity ; and fo little do they a& under an Influence, or with 
a ReſpeR to the Chriſtian Religion, and much leſs with Regard 
to the Proteſtant, that in order co drive the Portugues out of 7a- 
pa, where they had a large and beneticial Commerce, and to en- 
grole the Trade of it ro themlielves, they not only tuggeſted to the 
Natives, and particularly to the Miniiters at Court, and by them 
to the Emperour, That the Chriſtian Religion involved Treaſon in 
It againſt his Crown, Perfon, and Eitatc ; and thereby raifed a 
Perſecution which ended in the Extirpation of Chriſtianity out of 
thoſe Dominions, and in the Maflacre of feveral Hundred _ 
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ſ:nd Souls ; but they both permitted, and by a folemn AR of State 
auchoriſed their SubjzCts that traded rhither, to diſclaim being Chri- 
{tians, and only to own themſclves Hollanders, who knew no Reli- 
gion but Profit, nor had other Ends or Aims fave to gain and heap 
up Wealth. And beſides many other Inſtances which might be af- 
{igned of their abandoning all Care and Concernment for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in other Nations, when the doing fo- is recon- 
Cilable to their Safety and world!y Advantage ; it may not be amis 
to put you in remembrance of their furniſhing Lewis the XILL with 
Ships co ſabdue Rechel, when it was the chief Cautionary 'Lown, as 
well as the ſtrongeſt and moſt opulent, which the Reformed in 


France had to entitle them to a- quiet and peaceable Enjoyment of 


their Religion. Nor is it unſcaſonable ro ask, That it they em-= 
barked to alliit in the dethr ning of the King of Great Rrittain out 
of zeal tor preſerving the Proteſtant Religion to theſe Nations, how. 
comes it then that they have fþ liccle interpoſed with their Confte-. 
derate the Empercar, for ſome Lenicy and Favour to his Proteſtant 
Subjects in Hungary ? And that they have nor deait with their other 
Allie the King ot Spain for aboliſhing the Inquiſzion? And that he: 
would not continue to make Benfires of his Subjects, whenſoevec 
any of chem turn Proteſtants? Nay their entering into. the Con- 
lpiracy, for ſubduing and depoſing his Majzity, was fo far from 
beirg done from Motives relative to the HGnour and Satety of the 
Proteſtanc Religion, that it was laid and forwarded by the greateſt 
Fal/hoou and Treachery that ever either a Crowned Head or a Re» 
publick was guilty of, For what can be mare inconſiſtent wic!z 
200d Morals, namely, wich Truth and Juſtice, or leſs reconci- 
{able to the Principles of Chriſtianity, than not only to. attack a 
King upon his 'Throne with whom they were in League, wichout 
giving him Warning, or ſeeking: for Reparation of Injuries it he 
had done them any, and without deſiring an Adjuſtment of Ditte- 
Tences, and Miſunderſtandings where there were ſuch ; bur to in- 
vade his Kingdoms with a Naval-and Land Strength, after the fo- 
lemneſt Proteitations made tothe King himſelf by Citars their Ame 
baſlador here, and the greareſt Aſſurances given immediately by 
the States General to the Marqueſs d'Albeville his Majeity's Envoy 
there, That they nad no Dzlign againſt him, and that their Prepa- 
r3zions were ncc in order todifquieg him on his Throne, or diſturb 
the Peace of h'> Kingdoms ; but that they were for a purpoſe meer- 
ly relative ta themiglyes, and in which his Majeſty was no ws 
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intereſted. So that aſter ſo fraudulent and perjurious an Ad, the 
Commencement of the War being in Violation and Contempt of 
actual and ſubſiſting Treaties ; I do challenge any Man to belicve,, 
without doing violence to his Mind, that the Dutch are in the prac- 
tical Belief of any Re'igion, and much lels that they co-operated tor 
the Revolution out of care to preſerve the Reformed Dodrine and 
Worſhip to theſe. Three Nations. Alas! It was upon other Induce- 
ments that they concurred to involve theſe Nations in_ War and 
Blood, which we might eaſily have diſcovered, but would nor. 
For they no ſooner obſerved the King's putting an end to Perſecu- 
tion in his Dominions, and thereby doing that which might hays 
reconciled his People to one another, and ſhould have united them. 
all to him ; nor ſooner found that he had too much Honour ant 
Courage, and withall bore more Love ana Tenderneſfs to his Peo- 
ple, to ſuffer them either to. be warmed, or infulred out of theirs 
Trade : And had likewiſe perceived that as he. was an admirable 
Oeconomiſt of the publick Treaſure, ſo. he. was a great Encourager 
af all oyer whom God had fer. him, to Induſtry and Vertue ; but 
that they grew immediately. thereupon. apprehenſrye , .that wa 
woald become more Strong and Opulent than would be for their 
Intereſt, or prove conſiſtent with the Tricks and Rapines they had 
been accuſtomed to practiſe in ways af Commerce. And as theſe 
were the Provozations upon which they deſired to fe his Majeſty, 
dechroned ; ſo the Ambition of the Prince of Orange, of whom ir 
may be ſaid in the Wards of Tacitus, That cupido dominand; cundis 
effe4 ibus flagrantior, that all his Luſts as well as his Obligations give: 
place ta his Aſpirings after Sovereignty ;. together with the Diſcon-- 
cents in Englaxd, which the Means and Methods to our Happineſs 
bad hilled-us with, adminiſtred them an Opportunity of ſtepping 
in to-ruin, the King, and ro make us milerable, which they eaſily 
fo.eſaw would be che effeCt of it. And as they ſpeedily had the Sa+. 
tisfaRtion to ſee the firſ# performed ; ſo. they have now alſo the 
Pleaſure ra behold us impoveriſhed and weakened co that degree, 
which was the ſecond Thing they longed for, That an Age under 
the mildelt, wilett, and juſteſt Governmenc, will no; reſtare us to 
that Conditian .( at leaſt in their Opinion ) as to. beger eicher their 
Jealouſy or their. Envy, ors which may hinder them trom wreſting 
from us what parts of our Trade they pleate, For they.are a. Pegs 
ple thac wiil call ic Friendihip co us to rob us ; + «bz ſolitudinem. ji: 
cinnt, pace appellant, to Lorrow another of Tacitus's Phraſes, Mor 
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volt afry meaty in human View prevent our becoming in a very 
£2 time ihe Conemprt of all Nation: avout us for Weakneſs and 
Poveity, and much lefs raiſe us again to that State of Strength, 
O;ulency, and Glory in which we were, but the calling home 
the King with all the Expedition we can, and combining together 
witi united Hearts and Hands to ſhake off the Uſurper, with his Bex- 
*mgs and Gmck/es 5 Qui fe partem neſtra Republice facinmt, that | 
may ule an Expreflion of Tacitus, but are in an apparent Conſpi- 
13Cy with the High and Mighty at the Hagwe, to reduce theſe King- 
\doms to a Feebleneſs and Indigency, our of which they have a De 
'igr we ſhall never emerge. 

Nor Cid the great Man who keeps his Palace at Kenſington bring 
an Army into Erg/and, and fcrue himlelt,co the Throne, upon any 
\\lotives ct ſaving the Proteſtant Religion, or out of any Intentions 
or kindneſs and good will toit; but meeily upon the Impulſe of 
Pride, Haughtineſs and Ambitien, and to gratify his Aſpirings at- 
rer a Crown. IT am not ignorant how he hath been repreſented 
and painted forth, by your Temporizing, Mercenary, and Syco- 
»hant Divines, as the Saviour of our Religion and Liberties ; and 
tac che godly Saint,and the heavenly divine Man, would not have 
violated all che Tyes and Bonds of Nature, and trampled upon the 
Precepts of the Decalogue, and the San&ions of the Bible, but up- 
on the Inducements of Zeal for God, and his holy Religion ; wich 
by Examples taken from Phineas and Ehud transform Murther into 
oacrifices 3 and by Preſidents derived from the I/raektes borrowing 
the Ear-rings of the Egyptians, conſecrate and hallow Rapines and 
Robheries, The Panegyricks upon him on this Account of your 
Tillotſors, Tenifons, Petricks, and Burnets,&c. are more Frontleſs and 
Eulſom, than what your Shadwels, Sertles, or any of your Grubſtreet 
Pcs, who claim a Diſpenſation of Lying for Bread, would have 
the Impudence to juſtify themſelves in, when they write to pur- 
chaſc the Applauſes of the. gaping Mob, and much lefs when they 
purpoſe to gain the Clappings of thoſe in the Pit and Boxes. But 
aiter I have borrowed for a while theſe Gentlemens Pencils, and 
only dipt-them-in Colours more natura}, and better adapred to the 
Figure and Complexion of the Prince of Orange 3 I will challenge 
ail Mankind, who have not abjured Truth and common Honeſty, 
to believe any longer or continue to avouch, That his coming into 
#9/and was out of any other Reſpe& to our Religion, ſave making 
it the Cloak and ſtalking Hork to his cowring and a De- 
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ſighs. T need not tell you with what alienatibn from Graticude; 
contempr of Juſtice, ſcornful regardleſne's of a Deity, as well as 
diſgrace of all Religion, he firſt came abroad, an1 fec up in the 
World, when he thruſt himſelf into the ' Sratbolderſhip of his own 
Country by Perjury and Murther of Two of the beſt Patriots of 
the Dutch Republick; of one of which, namely Fobn de Witt, the 
late Penſionary Fapgel was heard and known to lay, after he had 
examined all his Papers, and ſearched into the whole of his Con- 
duc during his Miniſtry, That the great, if not only, Fault he 
was guilty of, was his ardene Love unto, and his ſteady and un- 
ſhaken Service of his Country. Nor ſhall I do more than briefly 
refreſh your Memory, how being of no Religion he can perſonate 
any, when-it lies in a Subſerviency to his Intereſt; and that he 
would with the ſame Readineſs, and exteriour Shews of -Z:2al, 
have acted the part of a Roman Catholick, to have obtained a So- 
vereignty over any Kingdom of the-Papal Communion, as he hath 
done that-of a Proteſtant to get into-the Throne of Great Brittain, 
-and to be admitted unto a Domination over theſe Nations. For 
his having been oftener than once at aſs, and that not as 2 Spec= 
eator out of Curioſity, but as communicating in that Worſhip and 
Devotion, is known to ſo many Perſons ot ſeveral Qualities as 
well as of different Religions, that it will not be gainſaid by any 
who are acquainted with Paſſages and TranſaRions ſome Years 
ago in Flanders: And ſhould any be fo ignorant of matters of Fact 


-at a diſtance from their own Doors, or live in enmity ro all 


Truths difagreable to their Humours and Intereſts, fo as to den 

it, there are thoſe both at Bruſſels and Antwerp who can teſtify 
it, and have not been heretofore ſhy to do it. It was K. Charles's 
having no Children, and the Duke of York's having no Male ones 
that lived, and his own Marriage with the {aid-Duke's Eldeſt-Daugh- 


'#er, and therefore coming into ſome probable and nearer Proſpects 


of arriving ſooner or later at the Sovereignty over theſe Kingdoms, 
that made him put on the Vizard and Mask of a Zealot for the Re- 
formed Religion; having before lived in all the Coldneſs and Indit- 
ferency in that matrer that was conſiſtent with his kesping the Poſts 
he held in Holland. I :am loath to tubjoyn hew impoliible it is 
that that Man ſhould be of any Religion, and much lefs a&t upon 
real and ſincere Motives, for the goo.! of the Proteſfant, who can 


and doth indulge himſelt in the Practize of fuch Abominations- as. 
Are 
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are repugnant to the Light-of Nature, and to the Erbicks of Pagans,, 


as well as to the Dodrines and Precepts of the Bible, and which 
are made Capital by the Laws of all Nations, Nor can-Ido-it, 
unleſs I would offend the Eyes and Ears of modeſt Perſons, and 
give occaſion to the infeting and defiling- the Imaginations of 
Men and Women, by mentioning ſuch Crimes in Paper. For as 
they are ſuch heinous and provoking Abominarions , as+ have 


brought Fire from Heaven .upon whole Citys and Societies ; fo. 
they are of that ſtrangeneſs to our Climate, and: fo little heard of, 
and much Ic prafticed under our Meridian; that our Law took. 
no knowledge of them till the 25 of Hen. 8. when they were made. . 
Felony without benefit of Clergy. They are Ultrramontane Crimes . 


lately tranſplanted into our Soyl, and in which to the Credit of 
our Country. they have not much throve nor grown. But I do 


reckon it unbecoming both you and my ſelf to enlarge upon this; . 


nor is it neceſlary to deſcend to proofs of it in a City, and about 
a Court, where your ty ng are known, and where it is ſprung 
up into a Proverb, In hunc modm. fiunt Comites.. Anglicani, It 1s 


enough to tell you, That it is the Entertainment of Sogeties of 
People of the beit Faſhion, where the rallying upon it has a thou- 
fand times made the modeſt, fair, and tender. Sex to.Bluſh ; and 


hath filled the maſculine and virite wich Contempt and Hatred of. 


themlclves, for enduring a Catamite. to rule over them. Only I 


would have thoſe that are the great Thcological Arrifts in painting - 


Black>moors white, ta try their Skill, whether they can make a 


beautiful and religious Stroak of this in the Pictures they-draw of-- 


their Prince. And whether, by all the Chimiſftry of modern Prieſt- 
hood, they can extra&t- our of it an Apoditical.and Convincing 
Argument of their Maſter's Zeal for preſerving the. Proteſtant 


Religion ; or Dsſtil from it a Plea in Law, to juſtify. his driving his. 
Father in Law jrom his Throne and Kingdoms, But. it may be. 


nothing 1s impcflible to thoſe Gentlemen, ſave to ſpeak. and a&t 
conſiſtently with thew own Principles, and to practiſe confor- 
mably to the Dodtrines they have taught. their People, and pres 
cended themſelves to believe z and undoubtedly they may do this 
I have named, with the ſame Eate, and by the fame Rules of 
Philoſophy, thar they have inferred Rebellion againit the King. 
from che Article of Non-refiftance.z and their Depofing their Righttul 
and Lawlul Sovereign trom their celebrated Tenet of Paſſive Obes 

dience. 
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dience. To which it may not be amiſs to add; the Antipathy whit 
that Man muſt-unavoidably live in to. all Religion, who after his 
Declaration pre ed and printed at-the Hagxe, for wheedling tlic 
credulous People of England into a Belief, that he came co ſave 
them from Popery and Tyranny-; and in which he makes the 
Suppoſititionſneſs of the Prince of Wales, or at leaſt the Queſtionable- 
w of his Legitimacy, one of the mighty Grounds of his Quarrel 
with the King, = the chiefeſt Provocation upon. which he was- 
about ta. invade his Kingdoms ; yet that even then, and until a- 
few days before he aQtually Embarked on that Defign, he had the 
Royal Babe prayed for in his own Chapel, by. that Diftinguithing 
and Princely, Title. And as I will never henceforth think it ſtrange, 
that he ſhould allow himſelf to hoodwink, impoſe upon, anc 
mislead Nations; who durſt: with that open Boldne's mock and. 
deride the Omniſcient, Almighty, and Righteous God, both to 
his Face, and in his own. inſtituted Worſhip and Service ; ſo- ic 
ſatisfied me, and may do all others, that one. who could be guilty. 
of ſo much publick Atheiſm as well as Hypocriſy, as that was: 
which Ihaye now mentioned, can have no-other Deſigns, con+ 
cerning either the Proteſtart or any Religion, but the ma=- 
king it- a Stale for the better compaſling his own Ends. And 
ſuffer me upon this occaſion to entertain you with a Paſſage of. 
Benting ( who is _ the Earl faid. ro be. made on the new Foot of. 
merit that I: have. mentioned ) to a certain Gentleman in a private 
Converſation between them. For the Gentleman having, aske4 
him, why-they did not diſcover and make appear the. legitimacy 
and Suppoittiriouſneſs of. the. Prince of Wales ? Seeing as the Belief. 
of it had ſerved more to draw. the Natian into- the Intereſt of: 
the Prince of Orange, than any thing elſe ; ſo a Legal and Parlia-- 
mentary- proof of it , would inſeparably. link moſt Men to him, 
and preſerve them ia a perpetual Alienation from King Fame: : 
Renting cold him, by way of Reply, That they neither queſtioned . 
the Legitimacy of the Prince of Wales, nor were concerned about- 
«K; for chat the Prince of Orange was now gor into the Throne, 
and.was refolved.co keep it-ſo long as he lived, and cared not who - 
aſcended it whea. he was.gone. Nor did his Letter to .the. 
Army and. Fleet, for debauching them from their Duty, and by 
which he courted them to revolt from the King, favour of, or- 
ſtand in. conſiſtency with any Religion, bur. proc!aims I | 
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' highly Tmpious and Atheiftical ; ic being niot only to ' connite- 
rance breach of Truſt and Diſloyalty, but to adviſe-and autho- 
riz2 Perjury. And whoſoever tempts others to forſwear them- 
'{elves, have been accounted by all Nations as Deſpilers of a Deity, 
Supptanters of the only ' Ground of all human Commerce and 
Converlation, and the Subverters of the Foundation upon which 
all Societies are eſtabliſhed. And his inviting tho'e to dlefert and 
+orfake his Majeſty, who not only cat his Bread, and received 
his Pay, but who ſtool bound to him both by their Allegiance, 
and Oath of Fealty, as they were his SubjeRs, 'and by a military 
Oath as they were Soaldiers enrolled under his Banners ; ſh2ws his 
own Irreligion that adviſed it, as well as theirs that hearkened 
unto him. And may be it will ſooner or later return upon him, 
wherein not-only God will be Righteous, but thoſe that forſake 
the Standards of the Prince of Orange Jultifiable ; provided they 
de it from a juſt and penitent Senſe of their Crime , in vio- 
lating the Lawful and Righteous Oath they were under to the 
King , from the SanQion and Obliguion whereof no human 
Power can ever aCcquit them ; and allo fron a Conviction of 
the -Unlawfulneſs of that Oath which | they have. taken to the 
Ulurper. IT might add, That the pretending to have come hi- 
ther for the Satety, Honour, and Intereſt of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, will appear the moſt ſhameful Banter that ever was put 
upon the Underſtandings of a whole Nation; it we conſider the 
Treaty at Ausbourg, and with whom the Prince of Orange concer- 
ted the Invaſion that was to be made upon the King. For they 
-nuft have ferfeited common Senſe, as well as moral Honeſty, 
who can be prevailed upon to allow , that the many Catholick 
Princes whe approved of that Undertaking, could deſign any good 
to the Proteſtant Religion, or believe-that any Adyantage would : 
.aCccrue unto it by that Attempt. 1t is to Buffoon us, and treat us 
in Ridicule, to endeavour to impoſe upon our Belief, That the 
lace Prince Palative, whb together with the Prince of Orange, was 
the original Contriver of a Deſcent upon England ; or that the 
Emperour, King of Spain, Ele&or of Bavaria, &c. who concurred un» 
to, and countenanced it ; or that old Odifcalchi, amel Innocent the Xt, 
win winked and connived at it, chongh againſt both a Catho-» 
lick Monarch, and the firft of the Romiſh Communion that hath 


{at upon the Thrones of Great Brittain tor above thels hundred 
Xeatrss 


oF RE 
'Years ; could doit in Kindneſs to -the Proteftant Religion, or 
foreſee that it was-undertaken. by the Prince of Orange upon 
any Motive relating” to the Safety of it. No, they very well 
knew that there was nothing of Religion in this Caſe ; but they 
* were willing to make uſe of the Ambicion of the Prince of Orange 
*to {eck 'their own Revenge againft France, and to raile a War 
of Intereft and Stare upon his haughty Aſpirings after a Crown, 
and on- our being bubbled into ir through a tooliſh ©Credulity 
"that it was entered upon in behalf of our Religion. Nor is it 
unworthy of Remark, That che laſt -Duke of Brandenburgh, wh 
was both one of the wiſeſt and braveſt Princes in Europe, and one 
' of the-fincereſt aftid moſt zealous for the Proteftion, Glory, and 
Advancement of the Reformed Religion, would neither embark 

* ' ina Deſign againſt the King of England, nor ſuffer the Prince 
} of Orange to enter actually upon it, 1o long as he lived. Which 
made his Death to. be received and entertained at "the Hague 
as a happy and ſeafonable Providence, in- that his Son who 1ucs 
# ceeded would not have the Prudence to avoid being enſnared unto 
3 t; being withall under che Influence of choie mighty, Expec- 
tations he ſtands entitled unto, as he is the Prince of Orange's 
"Couſin German, and'thereupon Rightful Heir to all his Perſonal 
"and Hereditary Eſtates. And, to put it beyond all reaſonable 
Contradi&ion that the Prince 'of Orazge did only Sham, Abuſe, 
and Banter Mankimd,-in pretending to come hither upon Motives 
of Favour and Kindneſs to cur Religion, than that the only Two 
Proteſtant crowned Heads in the World:, did neither antece- 
dently-concur unto it, nor have they to this day engaged in the 
War againſt France, which. was the immediate ang natural Con- 
ſequence 'and Eff.@: of: that. . Undertaking. But to advance 'a 
'Jittle farther ; "Does not ute whole Tenor of the Prince of Orange's 
. Publick Government, as-well as his perſonal and privace Conduet, 
'lie in a dire& Contradiftion to his being under the Impreſlions 
cf any Religion, and much more to his being under cae Ethcacy 
of what. we call the Proceſtant ? 1 am rior art leiſure to give you 
the full Hiſtory of his Ufurpation,, which fome are pleaſed to 
ſtile his Reign';z bre there are thoſe who wi.l dog to purpoſe mm 
due time, it befng neceſlary that the verruons Memory of the 
*Hero, and of our Folly, ſhould be recorded for the Inſtrugion of 
'Poſterity. ' Al cheretore 1Jhall do at preſent is go beſtow a few 
| ; Striftures 
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Str;Fures upon his Adminiſtration, there being no more ncedfoÞ 
to my purpoſe. Er. me then ask, Whether he hath done any' 
Thing for bettering our Laws, and enlarging our Liberties, which 
were ſome of the main Things he came hither for ? Or hath he: 
not on the contrary more avowedly ſuperſeded: and departed 
from our known Laws, and put more Negatives on publick Bills 
prepared by both Houſes for' the Royal Aﬀent, than any of che- 
Kings that went lately before him did ? Has he performed any: 
one Thing he undertook , and which was expected from him, 
that he could avoid the doing of? Hath he kept one Promiſe 
he ever made, that he has been in a Condition to evade ? Has 
he proved true to any one Friend char truſted and ſerved him, 
fave as they have been Slaves to his Will, and Tools of his ' Ar» 
bitrarincls*? Hath he from the time he came in to this day, been 
known to diſcern or reward Merit ? All his Policy is- Trick ; and 
his prerended Kindnefs, Fraud and Deceirt. Inftead of encreas+ 
fing our Wealth, he hath utterly Impoyeriſhed us 3. and char not 
fo much through Neceflity, as Choice refulting from Hatred. In 


the Place of miking us more Opulent than we were, he hath 


brought ns ingo contemptible Poverty. Whereas we hoped he 
would” have protected us from the Enemies he created us; he 
hath upon Peſign, as well-as from-Lazinefs, given us up to thera 
as a Sacrifice. And whereas it would have become him , had 
ke either been a good Man or a jaſt King, to have difcouraged 
and prevented Bribes, efpecially when Perſons only. fought and 
fned for their Right : The Privy Parſe. hath been the Receptacie | 
ef moſt of the ſcandalous Biibes that have been given ; for it 
is thicher that- what we call our Houſe of Commons has traced 
them. Bur that which is Baſe and Criminal, beyond what a 
Langnage can: expreſs, unleſs ir be Dutch, is his purchafing to | 
many Members of both Hoales to fell their Country. This being * 
a dire Subverfion-of the Coniticution, if any Thing could make 
a Lawtul King forfeit his Right, this would ſtand faireſt-ro do it. © 
For the Sovereign having no other Ground of 'claim to any Power | 
or Prerogative , ſave what he hath from the Conſftirution which } 
bath fertled and veſted them. in. him , That Prince who goes 
about to overthrow this, does all he can ro cancel his own Right, 
an to cut the Bough on which he ſtands. And yet we who 
have had the” Folly and Madneſs to. abdicate a Legal _ tor | 
ome 
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fome few-little Miſtakes in the Adminiſtration, have; not-the Wife 
dom-and Courage to call an Uſurper te account, for trampling 
upon all the Fundamentals. of the . Ezg/ah Government, The 
King's Cloſetting ſome Peers and Gentlemen, which was only to 
addreſs their Reaſon and Underſtanding to'conſent to a Muter 
which the Crown. had in all Ages been in poſſeſſion of, until 
abouc Twenty Years ago, and which was never thought hurtful 
unto, and- much leſs inconſiſtent with , the Safety of our Reli- 
gion till of late, filled the whole Nation with Complaints and 
Clamours of his Majeſty's Defigning to. alter the Government, 
and run the People into that-- brutal Fury, which produced the 
woful EffeRs that ſoon after followed : Whereas we fit ſtill,- and 
with a ſtupid Tameneſs-cndure the Prince of Orange to ſlealaway 
all our Rights from us, by his Brizimg thoſe to betray and give 
them up, who were choſen by their Country to be the Guar- 
dians of them. And he who dares not in a way of Fortitude and 
Bravery fight us out of them, is endeavouring to ſtrip us of theas 
by an Aſlaflination. Surely it he that poyſons an individual Per- 
fon be out of the purliews of Mercy, and from under the Pro- 
tec&ion of the Laws ; there can be 10 Severity great enough to be. 
exerciſed againſt him, that hath not anly endeavoured, but in a 
manner effeted, the poyſoning of the whale Kingdom, And if 
the Murcherer of the mcaneſt SubjeR be obnoxious to, capita} 
Puniſhment ; what ſhould he be made liable unto that murthereth 
a. Parliament ? Who, that he may the  betrer Rob and Plunder 
the Nation, gives others a Share in the Spoil. For the Fackeals: 
that hunt and run down the Prey, are allowed to cat the Re» 
mains of. the Fleſh, and to. gnaw the Bones, when the Creature 
which they have cloathed with a_ Lion's Skin hath ſucke our 
Blood, and fed himſelf upon us. He had ſoon learned, and as 
ſoon practiced, the pouring a lictle Water into. a dry Pump, to- 
make it ſuck below and give forth above, whatſoever Quantit 
he needed, or was pleaſed to, call for : Witneſs his parting wit 
the Chimney Tax fromthe Crown, for which he hath made Re- 


-Rrizal on the Kingdom in, divers methods of raiſing; Money that: 
have becn_ more diſhonourable. as well as. mare grievaus tothe Nas 


tion. than that was. He hach more debauched the Kingdom fron: 


+ all Principles of Vertue, Honour and Juſtice, in a tew Years, 


thag all. the Kings either. could do, ar attempted, from. the fr /# 
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 Filliam till” his coming by Ulſurpation to be tiled ehe 1Þ:rd of thei 
{ame Name. Sardanapalas never more neglefted 'the Grahtees oP 
Perfa out of Effteminacy, and that he might Spin and Card with 
his Ladies, than the Prince of. Oranpe deſpiſeth' che greateſt ' Peers 
of England, out of Haughtineſs and fullen Pride. And it is but 
lately that he hath treated choſe of the Nobility and Gentry that 
came up from Scotland, to attend him about the Aﬀairs-of their 
Nation, with ſo unparalelled Contempt and Scorn, 'as'no Mo- 
\narch in Exrope would have ufed the like to his Pages and Grooms. 

/ 'For while ke was converſant not only Hours, but whole Days #7 

Ayu G cogether, with his Benfings and Gepetr; they could hardly in two 

Months obtain acceſs to him ; nor were they then allowed the - 

Favour of a few Minutes for repreſenting "unto him -what they 
«came about, bue were difinifled wich all ſcorn imaginable, and * 
are commanded-home under all the conceivable Marks of reproach + 
.and diſgrace. For he publiſhed with an"Openneſls, that they all 
'became acquainted with ir, That he was more troubled with the Beg- 
garly Scots than he was with 'all Mankind beſides : Nor is to be gne- 
itioned , but that after he has impoveriſhed the Engliſh, which 
*through-ſqueezing Five or Six millions yearly out of them, as he 
151n a fair way of doing, he will have the tame "Compliment in 
reſerve for -them, wich the addition of Sorts and Fools to the bar» | 
'gain. «Oaly I cannot avoid ſaying, That if the Scots have not 
Honour and-Courage-to reſent it, and to make him teel the *Ef-> © 
Feats cf his haughty Folly, and -of their juſt Indignation ; all the % 
World will think that. they deſerve a worſe Chara@er than that 
-of Peoparly Scots, and will account them a Raſcally and Daſtard- 
iy People. Iamfure their Anceſtors would- not have borne the 
Vk2 from the greatet Monarchs that ever fat upen the Throne; © 
0: were any of their Kings ſo ill bred, as 'to treat Perſons of [ 
(Quality, and fome of them of as ancient Families as the Houſe * 
-of Naſſau it felf, with fo -much Rudeneſs and Diſdain. But a 
Dated Education authorizeth many Things , only let the Scots 
remember, that much Patience emboldens Oppromns Et nibil 
-profiet 'patientia, mft ut-graviora tanguam ex facih tolerantibies 'trperen- 
gp lays. It they evo ths vil and Bravery of their 
Predeceſſors, chey will chuſe War or Death rather than ſubmic 
to this Slavery ; and will ſay, Efſe ſibi ferrum & Tuventutgm, && | 
promptum Libertati, aut ad mortem animum, that 1 may uſe anorher | 
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' Expreflion of the ſame Tacizns. Now unleis theſ2 Things, 
and m 


more of that kind which ir were eaſy to mention, are. 


to be accounted Arguments, and held for Evidences of the 
Prince of Oranye afting upon Motives of love unto, and care 
for the Proteſtant Religion, in the invading his Uncl-'s King- 
doms and ufſurping his Crown, there are none elſe diſcover- 
able in the whole courſe of his Adminiſtration z and they 
muſt be either more ſoiiſh than the Soldanians in Africk, or 
more irreligious than the Cannivals in America, W10 can con- 
conclude from the foregoing Praftices, and from fuch ocher 
as ſtand in affinity with them, That he has any Religion at 
all, or that he aRs for any End, but the ſatisfying his Amt i- 
tion, or ufon any Motives fave Pride andHaughtinzſs. To 
which let me add, in the laſt Place, That if his. Errand hi- 
ther had been to take ' care of the Proteſtant Religion, he 
might have done it effeCtually without driving his Majeſty 
out of his Dominions : Secing there was not that Security 
that could have been wiſhed or defired in order thereunto, 
but what the King was ready to have contented unto; and 
that more from his own Choice and Goodneſs, than from the 
Influence of the Condition he was in. And as all Things of 
which his Enemies accuſed him, and whereot they took Ad- 
vantage, into which he had been misled, were reaifed and 
redrefſed by Acts of his own Wiſdom and Grace, before ever 
the Prince of Orange came out of Holand ; fo he had ordered 
the Iſſuing out Writs for calling a Parliament , in which 


the Nation might in the Ancient and Legal way have made 


what Proviſions they had pleaſed for the preſerving and ſe- 
curing our Religion and Liberties. Nor is tnere that Man 


in England who retains the leaſt Mcaſure of Reaſon and good 


Senſe, let his Malice to the King be never fo furious and ob- 
ſtinate, bue he muſt acknowledge , Thar it. che Prince of 


Orange had come hither upon any other Deſign, fave chat of 


dethroning the King , and uſurping his Crown , he might 
have eaſily compaſſed all the Ends publiſhed in his Declara- 
rin ; either by way of a private Treaty with the King him- 


eif, or by the Method of a Parliameii, freely ati! indiffer- 
M 


encly 
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ently choſen, and permitt..d to fit without an armed Power- 


and military Force upon them. And as this would have re- 
dounded to the Honour of the Prince, ani gained him the 
Admiration of his Enemies, an] the Praiſes and BenediCtions 
of his Friends ;- fo. it would both have prevented a great 
deal of Diſtreſs, Calamity , and Bloodſhed in Europe , and 
have lett theſe Kingdoms more ſafe and opulent than they 
now are, and without that heap of Guile and Infamy ups 
on them under which they are brought. But inſtead of 


treading in thoſe paths. of Truth to. Manxzind, Reputation. 


to himſelf, and Juſtice as weil as Kindnzfs to theſe Nations, 
i: is known with what Negle&: and Scorn he received the 
Propoſals carrie:l from his Mj:ſty to. him. by the Marqueſs 
of Halifax, the Earl of Nottingham, and: my Lord Godolphins; 
and how he put the Earl cf Fevarſh m. under reſtraint, and 
mrte him a Priſoner , when he came to. him at Windſor 
with a Meſſage from the King. Nor needs. there more to 
diſ:over how 1emote he was tiom Sincerity, in all .the Pre- 
rences upon which he came hither, than that he wouid 
never hearken to any Overcures which might lie in a Tew 
Ucncy to the making one Word of them good.. 


Thus, Sir, | have with all the-Brevity che Snbjz& would 
allow , endeavoured to anſwer your fir Queſtion ; and it 
the Stile in ſome Placcs be a little Piquant, the Sciiblers for 
rhe Uſarper and Ulurpation have ſ:zt me the Preſident ; 
and who haze been Commended and Rewarded for treat- 
inz both his Myeſty and the King of France. with Ribbaul- 
dry, as well as below their Sovereign. Qualities :; whereas 
there is nothing here Undec2nt, though ſome Things may 
appear Sharp. Nor would it have anſwered. the Majz{ty 
an1 Juſtneſs of the. Theme ta. have handled it Flatly , 
and withour a Warmth correſpondent to . the Injury done 
aur holy Religion, in making it a Chak to fo much Vit 
lany as hath been conmictted, And t would have been 
an indecomous Thing to hare looted grave upon Baboons 
QT have hunted wild Boars without a Spear or Weapon. 
Yea 


, 
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Yea it were to fruſtrate the great End of Languages and 
Speech , and to quarre] with the Rules of good Sence, to 
aſcribe Mildneſs, to Tyrants, Honeſty to Robbers, or Truth. 
to Lyars. Adieu. I am, 


SIR, 


April 18. 1695. 


